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9:51–10:14

  Luke-Acts | 25

3
3
3

A s the time ap proached for him to be tak en up to heav en,  Jesus res o lute-
ly set out for Je ru sa lem. And he sent mes sen gers on  ahead, who went 

into a Sa mar i tan vil lage to get  things  ready for him; but the peo ple  there did 
not wel come him, be cause he was head ing for Je ru sa lem. When the dis ci-
ples  James and John saw this, they  asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire 
down from heav en to de stroy them ?” But  Jesus  turned and re buked them. 
Then he and his dis ci ples went to an oth er vil lage.
1
As they were walk ing  along the road, a man said to him, “I will fol low you 
wher ev er you go.”

Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the Son of 
Man has no  place to lay his head.”

He said to an oth er man, “Fol low me.”
But he re plied, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury  their own dead, but you go and 

pro claim the king dom of God.”
Still an oth er said, “I will fol low you, Lord; but  first let me go back and 

say goodbye to my fam i ly.”
Jesus re plied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and  looks back is fit 

for ser vice in the king dom of God.”
1
Af ter this the Lord ap point ed sev en ty-two oth ers and sent them two by two 
 ahead of him to ev ery town and  place  where he was  about to go. He told 
them, “The har vest is plen ti ful, but the work ers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
har vest, there fore, to send out work ers into his har vest  field. Go! I am send-
ing you out like  lambs  among  wolves. Do not take a  purse or bag or san dals; 
and do not  greet any one on the road.

“When you en ter a  house,  first say, ‘Peace to this  house.’ If some one 
who pro motes  peace is there, your  peace will rest on them; if not, it will re-
turn to you. Stay  there, eat ing and drink ing what ev er they give you, for the 
work er de serves his wag es. Do not move  around from  house to house.

“When you en ter a town and are wel comed, eat what is of fered to you. 
Heal the sick who are  there and tell them, ‘The king dom of God has come 
near to you.’ But when you en ter a town and are not wel comed, go into its 
 streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warn-
ing to you. Yet be sure of this: The king dom of God has come near.’ I tell you, 
it will be more bear able on that day for Sod om than for that town.

“Woe to you, Cho ra zin! Woe to you, Beth sa i da! For if the mir a cles that 
were per formed in you had been per formed in Tyre and Si don, they  would 
have re pent ed long ago, sit ting in sack cloth and ash es. But it will be more 
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10:15–10:35
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bear able for Tyre and Si don at the judg ment than for you. And you, Ca per-
na um, will you be lift ed to the heav ens? No, you will go down to Hades.

“Who ev er lis tens to you lis tens to me; who ev er re jects you re jects me; 
but who ev er re jects me re jects him who sent me.”

The sev en ty-two re turned with joy and said, “Lord, even the de mons 
sub mit to us in your name.”

He re plied, “I saw Sa tan fall like light ning from heav en. I have giv en 
you au thor i ty to tram ple on  snakes and scor pi ons and to over come all 
the pow er of the en e my; noth ing will harm you. How ev er, do not re joice 
that the spir its sub mit to you, but re joice that your  names are writ ten in 
heav en.”

At that time  Jesus, full of joy  through the Holy Spir it, said, “I  praise you, 
Fa ther, Lord of heav en and  earth, be cause you have hid den  these  things 
from the wise and  learned, and re vealed them to lit tle chil dren. Yes, Fa ther, 
for this is what you were  pleased to do.

“All  things have been com mit ted to me by my Fa ther. No one  knows 
who the Son is ex cept the Fa ther, and no one  knows who the Fa ther is ex-
cept the Son and  those to whom the Son choos es to re veal him.”

Then he  turned to his dis ci ples and said pri vate ly, “Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see. For I tell you that many proph ets and  kings want ed 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not 
hear it.”
1
On one oc ca sion an ex pert in the law  stood up to test  Jesus. “Teach er,” he 
 asked, “what must I do to in her it eter nal life?”

“What is writ ten in the Law?” he re plied. “How do you read it?”
He an swered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with 

all your soul and with all your  strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neigh bor as your self.’ ”

“You have an swered cor rect ly,”  Jesus re plied. “Do this and you will 
live.”

But he want ed to jus ti fy him self, so he  asked  Jesus, “And who is my 
neigh bor?”

In re ply  Jesus said: “A man was go ing down from Je ru sa lem to Jer i cho, 
when he was at tacked by rob bers. They  stripped him of his  clothes, beat 
him and went away, leav ing him half dead. A  priest hap pened to be go ing 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he  passed by on the oth er 
side. So too, a Le vite, when he came to the  place and saw him,  passed by on 
the oth er side. But a Sa mar i tan, as he trav eled, came  where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and ban daged 
his  wounds, pour ing on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key,  brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out 
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10:36–11:10
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two de nar ii and gave them to the inn keep er. ‘Look af ter him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I re turn, I will re im burse you for any ex tra ex pense you may have.’

“Which of  these  three do you  think was a neigh bor to the man who fell 
into the  hands of rob bers?”

The ex pert in the law re plied, “The one who had mer cy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do like wise.”

1
As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were on  their way, he came to a vil lage  where a 
wom an  named Mar tha  opened her home to him. She had a sis ter  called 
Mary, who sat at the  Lord’s feet lis ten ing to what he said. But Mar tha was 
dis tract ed by all the prep a ra tions that had to be made. She came to him 
and  asked, “Lord,  don’t you care that my sis ter has left me to do the work by 
my self ? Tell her to help me!”

“Mar tha, Mar tha,” the Lord an swered, “you are wor ried and up set 
 about many  things, but few  things are need ed —  or in deed only one. Mary 
has cho sen what is bet ter, and it will not be tak en away from her.”
1
One day  Jesus was pray ing in a cer tain  place. When he fin ished, one of his 
dis ci ples said to him, “Lord,  teach us to pray, just as John  taught his dis ci-
ples.”

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

  “ ‘Father,
  hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come.
  Give us each day our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins,
  for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
  And lead us not into temptation. ’ ”

Then  Jesus said to them, “Sup pose you have a  friend, and you go to him 
at mid night and say, ‘Friend, lend me  three  loaves of  bread; a  friend of mine 
on a jour ney has come to me, and I have no food to  offer him.’ And sup pose 
the one in side an swers, ‘Don’t both er me. The door is al ready  locked, and 
my chil dren and I are in bed. I  can’t get up and give you any thing.’ I tell you, 
even  though he will not get up and give you the  bread be cause of friend ship, 
yet be cause of your shame less au dac i ty he will sure ly get up and give you 
as much as you need.

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you will find; 
 knock and the door will be  opened to you. For ev ery one who asks re ceives; 
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who  knocks, the door will be 
opened.
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“Which of you fa thers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a  snake 
in stead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scor pi on? If you then,  though 
you are evil, know how to give good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more 
will your Fa ther in heav en give the Holy Spir it to  those who ask him!”
1
Jesus was driv ing out a de mon that was mute. When the de mon left, the 
man who had been mute  spoke, and the  crowd was  amazed. But some of 
them said, “By Be el ze bul, the  prince of de mons, he is driv ing out de mons.” 
Oth ers test ed him by ask ing for a sign from heav en.

Jesus knew  their  thoughts and said to them: “Any king dom di vid ed 
 against it self will be ru ined, and a  house di vid ed  against it self will fall. If 
Sa tan is di vid ed  against him self, how can his king dom  stand? I say this 
be cause you  claim that I  drive out de mons by Be el ze bul. Now if I  drive out 
de mons by Be el ze bul, by whom do your fol low ers  drive them out? So then, 
they will be your judg es. But if I  drive out de mons by the fin ger of God, then 
the king dom of God has come upon you.

“When a  strong man, ful ly  armed,  guards his own  house, his pos ses-
sions are safe. But when some one stron ger at tacks and over pow ers him, 
he  takes away the ar mor in  which the man trust ed and di vides up his 
plun der.

“Who ev er is not with me is  against me, and who ev er does not gath er 
with me scat ters.

“When an im pure spir it  comes out of a per son, it goes  through arid 
plac es seek ing rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will re turn to the 
 house I left.’ When it ar rives, it  finds the  house  swept  clean and put in or-
der. Then it goes and  takes sev en oth er spir its more wick ed than it self, and 
they go in and live  there. And the fi nal con di tion of that per son is  worse 
than the first.”

As  Jesus was say ing  these  things, a wom an in the  crowd  called out, 
“Blessed is the moth er who gave you  birth and  nursed you.”

He re plied, “Blessed rath er are  those who hear the word of God and 
obey it.”
1
As the  crowds in creased,  Jesus said, “This is a wick ed gen er a tion. It asks for 
a sign, but none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of Jo nah. For as Jo nah was a 
sign to the Nin e vites, so also will the Son of Man be to this gen er a tion. The 
 Queen of the  South will rise at the judg ment with the peo ple of this gen er a-
tion and con demn them, for she came from the ends of the  earth to lis ten to 
Sol o mon’s wis dom; and now some thing great er than Sol o mon is here. The 
men of Nin e veh will  stand up at the judg ment with this gen er a tion and con-
demn it, for they re pent ed at the preach ing of Jo nah; and now some thing 
great er than Jo nah is here.

“No one  lights a lamp and puts it in a  place  where it will be hid den, or 
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un der a bowl. In stead they put it on its  stand, so that  those who come in 
may see the  light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are 
 healthy, your  whole body also is full of  light. But when they are un healthy, 
your body also is full of dark ness. See to it, then, that the  light with in you is 
not dark ness. There fore, if your  whole body is full of  light, and no part of it 
dark, it will be just as full of  light as when a lamp  shines its  light on you.”
1
When  Jesus had fin ished speak ing, a Phar i see in vit ed him to eat with him; 
so he went in and re clined at the ta ble. But the Phar i see was sur prised when 
he no ticed that  Jesus did not  first wash be fore the meal.

Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Phar i sees  clean the out side 
of the cup and dish, but in side you are full of  greed and wick ed ness. You 
fool ish peo ple! Did not the one who made the out side make the in side also? 
But now as for what is in side you —  be gen er ous to the poor, and ev ery thing 
will be  clean for you.

“Woe to you Phar i sees, be cause you give God a  tenth of your mint, rue 
and all oth er  kinds of gar den  herbs, but you ne glect jus tice and the love of 
God. You  should have prac ticed the lat ter with out leav ing the for mer un-
done.

“Woe to you Phar i sees, be cause you love the most im por tant  seats in 
the syn a gogues and re spect ful greet ings in the mar ket plac es.

“Woe to you, be cause you are like un marked  graves,  which peo ple walk 
over with out know ing it.”

One of the ex perts in the law an swered him, “Teach er, when you say 
 these  things, you in sult us also.”

Jesus re plied, “And you ex perts in the law, woe to you, be cause you load 
peo ple down with bur dens they can hard ly car ry, and you your selves will 
not lift one fin ger to help them.

“Woe to you, be cause you  build  tombs for the proph ets, and it was your 
an ces tors who  killed them. So you tes ti fy that you ap prove of what your an-
ces tors did; they  killed the proph ets, and you  build  their  tombs. Be cause of 
this, God in his wis dom said, ‘I will send them proph ets and apos tles, some 
of whom they will kill and oth ers they will per se cute.’ There fore this gen er-
a tion will be held re spon si ble for the  blood of all the proph ets that has been 
shed  since the be gin ning of the  world, from the  blood of Abel to the  blood 
of Zech a ri ah, who was  killed be tween the al tar and the sanc tu ary. Yes, I tell 
you, this gen er a tion will be held re spon si ble for it all.

“Woe to you ex perts in the law, be cause you have tak en away the key to 
knowl edge. You your selves have not en tered, and you have hin dered  those 
who were en ter ing.”

When  Jesus went out side, the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be-
gan to op pose him fierce ly and to be siege him with ques tions, wait ing to 
 catch him in some thing he  might say.
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1
Mean while, when a  crowd of many thou sands had gath ered, so that they 
were tram pling on one an oth er,  Jesus be gan to  speak  first to his dis ci ples, 
say ing: “Be on your  guard  against the  yeast of the Phar i sees,  which is hy-
poc ri sy. There is noth ing con cealed that will not be dis closed, or hid den 
that will not be made  known. What you have said in the dark will be  heard 
in the day light, and what you have whis pered in the ear in the in ner  rooms 
will be pro claimed from the roofs.

“I tell you, my  friends, do not be  afraid of  those who kill the body and 
af ter that can do no more. But I will show you whom you  should fear: Fear 
him who, af ter your body has been  killed, has au thor i ty to  throw you into 
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five spar rows sold for two pen nies? Yet 
not one of them is for got ten by God. In deed, the very  hairs of your head are 
all num bered.  Don’t be  afraid; you are  worth more than many spar rows.

“I tell you, who ev er pub lic ly ac knowl edg es me be fore  others, the Son of 
Man will also ac knowl edge be fore the an gels of God. But who ev er dis owns 
me be fore  others will be dis owned be fore the an gels of God. And ev ery one 
who  speaks a word  against the Son of Man will be for giv en, but any one who 
blas phemes  against the Holy Spir it will not be for giv en.

“When you are  brought be fore syn a gogues, rul ers and au thor i ties, do 
not wor ry  about how you will de fend your selves or what you will say, for the 
Holy Spir it will  teach you at that time what you  should say.”
1
Some one in the  crowd said to him, “Teach er, tell my broth er to di vide the 
in her i tance with me.”

Jesus re plied, “Man, who ap point ed me a  judge or an ar bi ter be tween 
you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your  guard  against all  kinds 
of  greed; life does not con sist in an abun dance of pos ses sions.”

And he told them this par a ble: “The  ground of a cer tain rich man yield-
ed an abun dant har vest. He  thought to him self, ‘What  shall I do? I have no 
 place to  store my crops.’

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my  barns and  build 
big ger ones, and  there I will  store my sur plus  grain. And I’ll say to my self, 
“You have plen ty of  grain laid up for many  years. Take life easy; eat,  drink 
and be mer ry.” ’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very  night your life will be de-
mand ed from you. Then who will get what you have pre pared for your-
self ?’

“This is how it will be with who ever  stores up  things for them selves but 
is not rich to ward God.”
1
Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples: “There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about 
your life, what you will eat; or  about your body, what you will wear. For life 
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is more than food, and the body more than  clothes. Con sid er the ra vens: 
They do not sow or reap, they have no store room or barn; yet God  feeds 
them. And how much more valu able you are than  birds! Who of you by wor-
ry ing can add a sin gle hour to your life ? Since you can not do this very lit tle 
 thing, why do you wor ry  about the rest?

“Con sid er how the wild flow ers grow. They do not la bor or spin. Yet I 
tell you, not even Sol o mon in all his splen dor was  dressed like one of  these. 
If that is how God  clothes the  grass of the  field,  which is here to day, and 
to mor row is  thrown into the fire, how much more will he  clothe you —  you 
of lit tle  faith! And do not set your  heart on what you will eat or  drink; do 
not wor ry  about it. For the pa gan  world runs af ter all such  things, and your 
Fa ther  knows that you need them. But seek his king dom, and  these  things 
will be giv en to you as well.

“Do not be  afraid, lit tle  flock, for your Fa ther has been  pleased to give 
you the king dom. Sell your pos ses sions and give to the poor. Pro vide purs-
es for your selves that will not wear out, a trea sure in heav en that will nev er 
fail,  where no  thief  comes near and no moth de stroys. For  where your trea-
sure is,  there your  heart will be also.

“Be  dressed  ready for ser vice and keep your  lamps burn ing, like ser-
vants wait ing for  their mas ter to re turn from a wed ding ban quet, so that 
when he  comes and  knocks they can im me di ate ly open the door for him. 
It will be good for  those ser vants  whose mas ter  finds them watch ing when 
he  comes. Tru ly I tell you, he will  dress him self to  serve, will have them re-
cline at the ta ble and will come and wait on them. It will be good for  those 
ser vants  whose mas ter  finds them  ready, even if he  comes in the mid dle 
of the  night or to ward day break. But un der stand this: If the own er of the 
 house had  known at what hour the  thief was com ing, he  would not have let 
his  house be bro ken into. You also must be  ready, be cause the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.”

Pe ter  asked, “Lord, are you tell ing this par a ble to us, or to ev ery one?”
The Lord an swered, “Who then is the faith ful and wise man ag er, whom 

the mas ter puts in  charge of his ser vants to give them  their food al low ance 
at the prop er time? It will be good for that ser vant whom the mas ter  finds 
do ing so when he re turns. Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in  charge of all his 
pos ses sions. But sup pose the ser vant says to him self, ‘My mas ter is tak ing 
a long time in com ing,’ and he then be gins to beat the oth er ser vants, both 
men and wom en, and to eat and  drink and get  drunk. The mas ter of that 
ser vant will come on a day when he does not ex pect him and at an hour he 
is not  aware of. He will cut him to piec es and as sign him a  place with the 
un be liev ers.

“The ser vant who  knows the mas ter’s will and does not get  ready or 
does not do what the mas ter  wants will be beat en with many  blows. But 
the one who does not know and does  things de serv ing pun ish ment will be 
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beat en with few  blows. From ev ery one who has been giv en much, much 
will be de mand ed; and from the one who has been en trust ed with much, 
much more will be asked.

“I have come to  bring fire on the  earth, and how I wish it were al ready 
kin dled! But I have a bap tism to un der go, and what con straint I am un der 
un til it is com plet ed! Do you  think I came to  bring  peace on  earth? No, I 
tell you, but di vi sion. From now on  there will be five in one fam i ly di vid ed 
 against each oth er,  three  against two and two  against  three. They will be 
di vid ed, fa ther  against son and son  against fa ther, moth er  against daugh ter 
and daugh ter  against moth er, moth er-in-law  against daugh ter-in-law and 
daugh ter-in-law  against moth er-in-law.”
1
He said to the  crowd: “When you see a  cloud ris ing in the west, im me di ate ly 
you say, ‘It’s go ing to rain,’ and it does. And when the  south wind  blows, you 
say, ‘It’s go ing to be hot,’ and it is. Hyp o crites! You know how to in ter pret the 
ap pear ance of the  earth and the sky. How is it that you  don’t know how to 
in ter pret this pres ent time?

“Why  don’t you  judge for your selves what is  right? As you are go ing with 
your ad ver sary to the mag is trate, try hard to be rec on ciled on the way, or 
your ad ver sary may drag you off to the  judge, and the  judge turn you over 
to the of fi cer, and the of fi cer  throw you into pris on. I tell you, you will not 
get out un til you have paid the last pen ny.”
1
Now  there were some pres ent at that time who told  Jesus  about the Gal i-
le ans  whose  blood Pi late had  mixed with  their sac ri fic es. Jesus an swered, 
“Do you  think that  these Gal i le ans were  worse sin ners than all the oth er 
Gal i le ans be cause they suf fered this way? I tell you, no! But un less you re-
pent, you too will all per ish. Or  those eigh teen who died when the tow er 
in Si lo am fell on them —  do you  think they were more  guilty than all the 
oth ers liv ing in Je ru sa lem? I tell you, no! But un less you re pent, you too will 
all per ish.”

Then he told this par a ble: “A man had a fig tree grow ing in his vine-
yard, and he went to look for  fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the 
man who took care of the vine yard, ‘For  three  years now I’ve been com ing 
to look for  fruit on this fig tree and  haven’t  found any. Cut it down! Why 
 should it use up the soil?’

“ ‘Sir,’ the man re plied, ‘leave it  alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
 around it and fer til ize it. If it  bears  fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 
down.’ ”
1
On a Sab bath  Jesus was teach ing in one of the syn a gogues, and a wom an 
was  there who had been crip pled by a spir it for eigh teen  years. She was 
bent over and  could not straight en up at all. When  Jesus saw her, he  called 
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her for ward and said to her, “Wom an, you are set free from your in fir mi ty.” 
Then he put his  hands on her, and im me di ate ly she straight ened up and 
 praised God.

In dig nant be cause  Jesus had  healed on the Sab bath, the syn a gogue 
lead er said to the peo ple, “There are six days for work. So come and be 
 healed on  those days, not on the Sab bath.”

The Lord an swered him, “You hyp o crites!  Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sab bath un tie your ox or don key from the  stall and lead it out to give it wa-
ter? Then  should not this wom an, a daugh ter of Abra ham, whom Sa tan has 
kept  bound for eigh teen long  years, be set free on the Sab bath day from 
what  bound her?”

When he said this, all his op po nents were hu mil i at ed, but the peo ple 
were de light ed with all the won der ful  things he was do ing.
1
Then  Jesus  asked, “What is the king dom of God like? What  shall I com pare 
it to? It is like a mus tard seed,  which a man took and plant ed in his gar den. 
It grew and be came a tree, and the  birds  perched in its branch es.”

Again he  asked, “What  shall I com pare the king dom of God to? It is like 
 yeast that a wom an took and  mixed into  about six ty  pounds of  flour un til it 
 worked all  through the dough.”
2
2
Then  Jesus went  through the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing as he made his 
way to Je ru sa lem. Some one  asked him, “Lord, are only a few peo ple go ing 
to be saved?”

He said to them, “Make ev ery ef fort to en ter  through the nar row door, 
be cause many, I tell you, will try to en ter and will not be able to. Once the 
own er of the  house gets up and clos es the door, you will  stand out side 
knock ing and plead ing, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will an swer, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from.’
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and  drank with you, and you  taught in our 

streets.’
“But he will re ply, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from. Away 

from me, all you evil do ers!’
“There will be weep ing  there, and gnash ing of  teeth, when you see 

Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob and all the proph ets in the king dom of God, but 
you your selves  thrown out. Peo ple will come from east and west and  north 
and  south, and will take  their plac es at the  feast in the king dom of God. 
In deed  there are  those who are last who will be  first, and  first who will be 
last.”
1
At that time some Phar i sees came to  Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
 place and go some where else. Her od  wants to kill you.”
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