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s the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolute-

ly set out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went
into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people there did
not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disci-
ples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire
down from heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them.
Then he and his disciples went to another village.

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.”

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his head.”

He said to another man, “Follow me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and
say goodbye to my family.”

Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit
for service in the kingdom of God.”

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two
ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He told
them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am send-
ing you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals;
and do not greet anyone on the road.

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.” If someone
who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will re-
turn to you. Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the
worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you.
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come
near to you.' But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its
streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warn-
ing to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.' I tell you,
it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more
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bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, Caper-
naum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.

“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me;
but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons
submit to us in your name.”

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all
the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in
heaven.”

Atthat time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father,
for this is what you were pleased to do.

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows
who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is ex-
cept the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes
that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not
hear it.”

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.””

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will
live.”

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat
him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other
side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out
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two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a
woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha was
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him
and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help me!”

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset
about many things, but few things are needed — or indeed only one. Mary
has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disci-
ples.”

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

“‘Father,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.

rn

And lead us not into temptation.

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him
atmidnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine
on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.” And suppose
the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and
my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you,
even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship,
yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you
as much as you need.

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened.
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“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? Ifyou then, though
you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the
man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But some of
them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.”
Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If
Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this
because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. Now if I drive out
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then,
they will be your judges. Butif I drive out demons by the finger of God, then
the kingdom of God has come upon you.

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his posses-
sions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him,
he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his
plunder.

“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather
with me scatters.

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid
places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the
house I left.” When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in or-
der. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and
they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse
than the first.”

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out,
“Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”

He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and
obey it.”

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for
a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a
sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. The
Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this genera-
tion and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to
Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. The
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and con-
demn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something
greater than Jonah is here.

“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or
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under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in
may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are
healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy;,
your body also is full of darkness. See to it, then, that the light within you is
not darkness. Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it
dark, it will be just as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.”

When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him;
so he wentin and reclined at the table. But the Pharisee was surprised when
he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal.

Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside
of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You
foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also?
But now as for what is inside you — be generous to the poor, and everything
will be clean for you.

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue
and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of
God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former un-
done.

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in
the synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces.

“Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk
over without knowing it.”

One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say
these things, you insult us also.”

Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load
people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will
not lift one finger to help them.

“Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your
ancestors who killed them. So you testify that you approve of what your an-
cestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. Because of
this, God in his wisdom said, ‘Twill send them prophets and apostles, some
of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ Therefore this gener-
ation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been
shed since the beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood
of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell
you, this generation will be held responsible for it all.

“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those
who were entering.”

When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law be-
gan to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to
catch him in something he might say.
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Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they
were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples,
saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hy-
pocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden
that will not be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard
in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms
will be proclaimed from the roofs.

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and
after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear
him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet
not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are
all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

“I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of
Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever disowns
me before others will be disowned before the angels of God. And everyone
who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do
not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the
Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between
you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds
of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yield-
ed an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no
place to store my crops.’

“Then he said, ‘“This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I'll say to myself,
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink
and be merry.”’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be de-
manded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for your-
self?’

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but
is not rich toward God.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life
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is more than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens:
They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds
them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by wor-
rying can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little
thing, why do you worry about the rest?

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I
tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.
If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you —you
of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do
not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your
Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things
will be given to you as well.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purs-
es for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never
fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also.

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like ser-
vants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that
when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.
It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when
he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them re-
cline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for those
servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle
of the night or toward daybreak. But understand this: If the owner of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let
his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”

The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom
the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance
at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds
doing so when he returns. TrulyI tell you, he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking
alongtime in coming,” and he then begins to beat the other servants, both
men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he
is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the
unbelievers.

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or
does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. But
the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be
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beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked.

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under
until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I
tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided
against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be
divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately
you say, ‘It’s going to rain,” and it does. And when the south wind blows, you
say, ‘It’s going to be hot,” and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to
interpret this present time?

“Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with
your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, or
your adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over
to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not
get out until you have paid the last penny.”

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Gali-
leans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered,
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you re-
pent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower
in Siloam fell on them — do you think they were more guilty than all the
others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will
all perish.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vine-
yard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the
man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming
to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why
should it use up the soil?’

“‘Sir, the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig
around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it
down.””

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman
was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was
bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called
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her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.”
Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and
praised God.

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue
leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be
healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it wa-
ter? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has
kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from
what bound her?”

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people
were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare
it to? Itis like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden.
It grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.”

Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it
worked all through the dough.”
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