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SEVERAL SERMONS UPON THE
CXIX. PSALM.

VOL. VL



TO THE READLER.

It is the honour of the evangelical ministry, that it was principally
instituted for the service of God, not as he is the governor of the
earth, but the Lord of heaven, and to prepare men by holiness for
his eternal kingdom. And it is an excellent favour of God to his
ministers when their labours are eminently useful for this blessed
end. This singular grace and privilege God was pleased to confer
upon his faithful servant Dr Manton, whose life was spent in the
most precious work of converting souls to Christ, and preparing
them for the celestial paradise; and since his retiring from the
world by death, his soul now enjoying the blessed rest above, yet
he remains with us in what was most valuable of him, his excellent
sermons, the productions of his holy mind and heart; and the pen
having a larger extent than the tongue in communicating them,
may be more beneficial to the church than before.

The following sermons were preached by him in his usual course
of three times a week, which I do not mention to lessen their worth,
but to show how diligent and exact he was in the performance of his
duty. Indeed, his ordinary sermons, considering the substantial
matter, clear order, and vigorous full expressions, may well pass
for extraordinary. I cannot but admire the fecundity and variety of
his thoughts, that the same things so often occurring in the verses of
this psalm, yet by a judicious observing the different arguments and
motives whereby the Psalmist enforces the same requests, or some
other circumstances, every sermon contains new conceptions, and
proper to the text. Some few verses were not handled by him. I
earnestly pray that those who shall read these sermons may taste the
sweetness of the divine truths opened in them, and may be transformed
into the spirit of David, by an inward feeling of the affections, and
verifying in their own breasts the words of the holy prophet.

W. Bartss.



TO THE READER.

Car1STIAN READER,—If is somewhat difficult not to appland that
excellency which has first approved itself to our judgment. Hence is
it that, though this work needs it not, I will so far gratify my own
affections, and comply with obtaining custom, as to acquaint thee that,
if thou hadst my eyes and taste, thou must admire its beauty, and
confess its sweetness ; much more when thou shalt use thy own more
discerning eye and judicious palate.

The matter of these sermons is spiritual, and speaks the author one
intimately acquainted with the secrets of wisdom. He writes like one
that knew the Psalmist’s heart, and felt in his own the sanctifying
power of what he wrote. Their design is practice; beginning with
the understanding, dealing with the affections, but still driving on the
advancement of practical holiness. They come home and close to the
conscience ; first presenting us a glass, wherein we may view the spots
of our souls, and then directing us to that fountain wherein we may
wash them away. They are of an evangelical complexion, abasing
proud corrupt nature, and advancing free and efficacious grace in the
conversion of sinners. The exhortations are powerful, admirably
suited to treat with reasonable creatures, yet still supposing them to
be the vehicle of the Holy Spirit, through which he communicates life
and power to obey them.

The manner of handling is not inferior to the dignity of the matter;
so plain as to accommodate the most sublime truths to the meanest
spiritual capacity, and yet so elevated as to approve itself to the most
refined understanding. He knew how to be succinct without obscurity,
and where the weight of the argument required if, to enlarge without
nauseous prolixity. He studied more to profit than please, and yet
an honest heart will then be best pleased when most profited. He
chose rather to speak appositely than elegantly ; and yet the judicious
do account propriety the choicest elegancy. He laboured more indus-
triously to conceal his learning than some others to ostentate theirs:
and yet, when he would most veil it, the discerning reader cannot but
discover it, and rejoice to find such a mass, such a treasure of useful
learning, couched under a well-studied and artificial plainness. But
let the reader take a taste of, let him concoct and digest, these spiri-
tual discourses, and he shall say with the Sabean queen, ‘It was a



4 THE EPISTLE TO THE READER.

true report I heard in my own land ; but behold the one-half was not
told me !’ Or with the men of Sychar, ‘ Now we believe, not because
of thy saying, but because we ourselves have proved and experienced’
their delicacies ; as one taste of honey will more effectually commend
its sweetness than the most elaborate oratory.

Those ancients that had seen the first temple wept bitterly when
they saw the foundation of the second laid. And perhaps some pious
souls who have ¢ sat with great delight’ under the author’s ministerial
¢ shadow, and have found his fruit sweet to their taste,” may secretly
shed a tear, that though they here meet also the same divine truths,
the same spiritual matter, yet they want the living voice, the grateful
elocution, the natural eloquence, in which that heavenly matter dropped,
or rather flowed, from his gracious lips. But let the same consideration
which quieted the spirits of those Jews of old satisfy theirs: God can
fill this house also with his glory ; and though the second edition of the
temple fall short of the former in the beauty and symmetry of the
structure, yet can the Spirit flow from the press as well as the pulpit;
with this advantage, that they may here in safety read what with
great danger they formerly heard.

I have admired, and must recommend to the observation of the
reader, the fruitfulness of the author’s holy invention, accompanied
with solid judgment ; in that whereas the coincidence of the matter
in this psalm might have superseded his labours in very many verses,
yet, without force or offering violence to tha sacred text, he has, either
from the connection of one verse with its predecessor, or the harmony
between the parts of the same verse, found out new matter to entertain
his own meditation and his reader’s expectation ; nor do I observe
more than twelve verses in this large psalm wholly omitted, if at least
they may be said to be omitted, whose subject-matter is elsewhere
co%mzlsly handled.

ad the reverend author designed these papers for public vi
could not have flattered himseﬁ, in a cavﬁ]ill)lg age, }c)hat (1:1e se}:z’ulllg
escape the severe lashes of envy and malice (those fiends that haunt
all things and persons excellent) ; he must have expected a snarl from
the wolf’s black mouth, or a kick from the dull ass's hoof. Vet
on his behalf I demand this justice, that he be not condemned for
the printers’ crimes. Their venial errors will receive a pardon of
:;)}?;::O;rzlrg ;h:réngg’rlllu(;}ls reader; and for their mortal transgressions,

I etimes guilty, either clouding, altering, or per-
;21{'}:;2% etb; Zc%}p;e of the au‘;c}lllor, enjoin them, gentle reader, a moderate

, an €n receive 1 i
Oﬁfﬁ'ﬁd e ;I(f; jco full absolution, who have voluntarily

us much, Christian reader, it was thy inte i
iﬁg}:gr; :i '%I];fissrﬁst I;n}lll.st]ge to the God of ayll gr;:es,tt?;% }I::alg:oéi)d hg?zg
00k his blessing ; which i i
friend and faithful servant ingo,u;v %ﬁ'}a 13 :shuesprayer A
]
WS

December 13, 1680.

1 That is, ¢ Vincent Alsop.’ —Ep.



SEVERAL SERMONS UPON THE
CXIX PSALM.

SERMON L

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord.—VEr. 1.

Tais psalm is a choice piece of Scripture. In the Hebrew there is
much exactness of composure to be observed. It is divided into
twenty-two parts, according to the number of the Hebrew letters;
every part containeth eight verses, all beginning with one and the
same letter; in which I should think there is nothing of mystery
intended, only a help to attention and memory. I shall go over the
several verses in their order, the Lord giving life and assistance. And
because the same matter will be of frequent recourse, I shall endeavour
to discuss each verse in a sermon.

The Psalmist beginneth with a description of the way to true
blessedness, as Christ began his Sermon on the Mount, and as the
whole Book of Psalms is elsewhere begun. Blessedness is that which
we all aim at, only we are either ignorant or reckless of the way
that leadeth to it; therefore the holy Psalmist would first set us right
in the true notion of a blessed man : ‘Blessed are the undefiled in the
way, who walk in the law of the Lord.

In the words you have—

1. The privilege, blessed.

2. The manner and form of its consideration ; not so much in the
nature and formality of it, as the way that leadeth to it. Or,

First, Here is a way spoken of in the general.

Secondly, This way specified, the low of the Lord.

Thirdly, The qualification of the persons’ sincerity, the undefiled ;
' and constancy, who walk. k

Doct. 1. That it standeth us much upon to have a true notion of
blessedness and blessed men. David beginneth with that.

1. All desire it; Christians, pagans, all agree in this. When Paul
was dealing with the heathens, he urgeth two notions wherein God
might be taken up. That of a first cause: Acts xiv. 17, ¢ Never-
theless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and
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gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with
food and gladness.” And a chief good, Acts xvii. 27. Asin the one
place, there must be a cause of showers of rain and fruItf_ul seasons ;
50 in the other, there must be a universal good, or else the inclinations
of nature were in vain. Among Christians, the good and bad, that
do so seldom agree in anything, yet agree in this, every man would
be happy, and not miserable: Ps. iv. 6, ‘There be many that say,
Who will show us any good?’ Good, good, is the cry of the world.
It is intended in the very nature of desire; for everything that is
desired is desired as good, sub ratione boni. As God implanted in us
affections of aversation to avoid what is evil, so affections of choice
and pursuit to follow after what is good. "Well, then, out of a prin-
ciple of self-love, all would be happy ; they would have good, and they
would have it for ever. Inanimate creatures are, by the guidance
and direction of Providence, carried to the place of their perfection.
The brute beasts seek the preservation and perfection of that life
which they have; so do all men hunt about for contentment and
satisfaction. To ask whether men would be happy or not, is to ask
wx{l}}ether they love themselves, yea or nay; but whether holy, is another

thing.
. 2. All without grace are much mistaken in it. (1)) Some mistake
in the end. They desire good in common, not that which is indeed
the true good ; they seek happiness in riches, honours, pleasures ; and
so they fly from that which they seek, whilst they seek it. They
intend happiness, but choose misery: Luke xvi. 25, ‘Thy good
things;” and Ps. iv. 7, ‘Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more
than in the time that their corn and wine increased.” Zheir corn,
wine, and oil, not only possessed by them, but chosen by them as
their felicity and portion. (2.) They fail in the means. They know
them not, like them not, or else faint in the prosecution of the end by
them. They discern them but weakly, as a spire at a distance;
they see it so as they know not whether they see it, yea or nay, as
the blind man saw men walking as trees. The light of nature being
so dim, they consider them but weakly ; the mind being diverted by
other objects, they desire them but weakly; the affections being pre-
possessed and intercepted by things that come next to hand, velleities
and cold inclinations they may have, but no serious volition or firm
bent of heart. Or Suppose a man under some conviction, both as to
end and means, yet his endeavours are very cold and slack ; they do
not pursue it with that earnestmess, exactness, and uniformity of
endeavour which is requisite to obtain their happiness. They are like
children t}‘lat seem to desire a thing passionately, but are soon out of
{:}lmﬁur d The soul of the §1uggard desireth, and hath nothing, for
r;‘srealmcli 8 relf'l];se-to labour. W’hen true happiness is sufficiently
¥ ed, we like 1t not upon God’s terms, John vi. 34. The Jews,
;lv en our Saviour told them of the bread of God that came down from
eaven to give life to the world, said unto him. ¢ Lord, evermore giv
us of this bread” But it j : 2. P S e
e faadd € ut 1t is said, upon hearing the conditions of
ovtalning 1it, ver. 66, ‘they murmured, went back, and walked no
:1(()121 “i’lﬂa h(l}ll? All would live for ever ; but when they must follow
pise rist up and down the world, and incur censures and
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. dangers, they like none of that: Ps. cvi. 24, ¢ Yea, they despised the
pleasant land, and believed not his word’ The land was a good
land, but the way to it was through a howling wilderness. When
they heard of the strength and stature of the men, their fortifications,
they fell into passion and murmur, and gave over the pursuit of
Canaan. Heaven is a good place, but men must get to it with such
difficulty, therefore they are loath to be at the cost. Men would be
happy with that kind of happiness which is true happiness, but not
in the way which God propoundeth, being prepossessed with carnal
fancies. It is counted a foolish thing to wait upon God in the midst
of straits, conflicts, and temptations: 1 Cor. ii. 14, ¢ The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned” More prejudices lie against the means than the end;
therefore, out of despair, they sit down with a carnal choice, as persons
disappointed in a match take the next offer. ‘Since they cannot have
God’s happiness, they resolve to be their own carvers, and to make
themselves as happy as they can in the enjoyment of present things.

3. Our mistakes about it will cost us dear. God is very jealous of
what we make our happiness, and therefore blasteth the carnal choice.
Those that will try experiments, smart for it in the issue. Solomon
came home by weeping-cross : Eecles. i. 14, ‘I have seen all the works
that are done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and vexation of
spirit.” e hath proved it to our hands. He had a large heart, and
a large estate, and ‘gave himself to pleasures, to extract happiness from
the creatures, to hunt after worldly satisfactions in a more artificial
way than brutish sots, that merely act according to lust and appetite :
Eeccles. ii. 1, ‘I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure; and behold, this also is vanity.” He
gave himself to pleasures, not merely upon sensual, but curious and
artificial aims, yet found his heart secretly withdrawn from God.
‘Whoever maketh trial will either run into utter mischief, or must
come home again by a sound remorse. And so they learn it, and
dearly to their cost.

Use. Let us study this point well.

1. That we may not take up with a false happiness, or set up our -
rest in temporal enjoyments, as height of honour, abundance of riches,
favour of great men, &c.; things useful in their sphere, and beneficial
to sweeten and comfort the life of man, who hath placed his happiness
in God. Pleasures being enjoyed, they do not satisfy; being loved,
they defile ; being lost, they increase our trouble and sorrow.

[1.] They'cannot satisfy, because of their imperfection and uncertainty.
They do not answer the whole desire of man, carry no proportion with
the conscience. That which maketh a man happy must bear a
thorough proportion with all the wants, desires, and capacities of the
soul, so as conscience and heart and all may say it is enough. But,
alas! these things cannot give us solid peace and contentment : Isa.
1v. 2, ¢ Wherefore do ye spend your money for that which is not bread ?
and your labour for that which satisfieth not?’ Till an hungry
conscience be provided for, we cannot be happy. But besides their
low use, consider the uncertainty of enjoyment. Nothing can give us



8 SERMONS UPON PSALM CXIX. [Ser. L

solid peace, but what doth make us eternally happy. These flowers
wither in our hands while we smell at them. Nothing but the favour
of God is from everlasting to everlasting. 'We have not a sure posses-
sion of these things in the world. They are possessed with fear,
1 Cor. vii. 30, 31. It is the apostle’s counsel, that ‘they that buy’
ghould have such remiss affections to the world, ‘as though they
possessed not; and that they use this world as not abusing it, for the
fashion of this world passeth away” A man must look for changes,
and lay forth for several conditions in the world: Ps. xxxix. 11,
When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest
his beauty to consume away like a moth. Surely every man is vanity.
Selah, Like glass, brittle when most glistering.

[2.] Being inordinately loved, they defile. There is not only gall,
but poison in them. They cannot make us better, but may easily
make us worse, as they defile and draw the heart from God, and en-
slave us to our own lusts: 1 Tim, vi. 9, 10, ‘But they that will be
rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the
love of money is the root of all evil, which, while some have coveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows.’

[3.] Being lost, they increase our trouble and sorrow. A man that
hath not learned to be abased, as well as to abound, his abundance
maketh his case the more miserable. It is hard to go back a degree
or two. They are apt to bring much trouble upon the heart of him
that is conversant about them :  All is vanity and vexation of spirit.’
;Phebxlntlore we make them our happiness, when lost they increase our
rouble.

2. That we may not be prejudiced against the true happiness. Men
think it a happiness to live without the yoke of religion, to speak, and
think, and do what they please without restraint ; but to be always in
bonds, and held under the awe of the word, that they count unreason-
able and grievous: Ps.ii. 3, ‘Let us break their bands asunder, and
cast away their cords from us” In studying this point—(1.) ¢ Lean not
to thine own understanding ;* Prov. xxiii. 4, ¢ Labour not to be rich ;
cease from thy own wisdom;’ but seek direction from God by his
word and Spirit. God only can determine who is the blessed man, in
whose hand alone it is to make us blessed. (2.) Take the light of faith ;
sense and carnal reason will deceive you. Blessednessis a riddle which
can only be found out by faith, ¢ which is the evidence of things not
seen, Heb. xi. 1. That a poor godly man, who is counted the filth and
offscouring of all things, should be the o’nly happy man, and that the
great men of this world, who have all things at will should be ¢ poor:
blind, miserable, and naked,” is a paradoxowill' nev’er enter intop thc;
heart of a natural man, that hath only the light of sense and carnal
reason to judge of things, for to sight and reason it is nothing s‘o
(3.) Wait for the light and power of the Spirit to incline and draw th .
heart to God. Many times we are doctrinally right in point of blessed}:
ness, bu{) not practically; we content ourselves with the mere notion: but
:}rlz g}))gri‘:oufgthits g;lqdei the power of these truths; that is the work of

: sy to prove that it is the beasts’ happiness to enjoy
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pleasure without remorse ; easy to prove the uncertainty of riches, and
what unstable foundations they are for the soul torest on; but to draw
off the heart from these things to God is the work of the Holy Ghost :
Ps. xlix. 13, ¢ This their way is their folly, yet their posterity approve
their sayings” Many a man who stands over the grave of his ances-
tors will say, Ah! how foolish were they to waste their time and
strength in pleasure, and in hunting after worldly greatness and
esteem and favour with men ; what doth it profit them now? And
yet their posterity approve the same—that is, they live by the same
principles, are as greedy upon worldly satisfactions as ever those were
that have gone before, that neglected God and heavenly things, and
went down to the grave, and their honour was laid in the dust. Until
the Lord take off our heart by the light and power of his grace, we
remain as sottish and foolish and worldly as they. Thus you see
how much it concerns you to be right in the notion of true blessedness.

Doct. 2. That sincere, constant, uniform obedience to God’s law is
the only way to true blessedness.

This is called & way, and this way is said to be God’s law, and in
this way we must be undefiled ; which implies not absolute purity and
legal perfection, but gospel sincerity ; and in this way we must walk,
which notes both uniformity and constancy; it must be our course,
and we must persevere therein,

Three things need to be opened :—

1. Speak to the rule.

2. Of conformity to the rule ; that it must be sincere, uniform, and
constant.

3. How this is the way to true happiness ; what respect it hath to
true blessedness.

First, The rule is the law of God.- All created beings have a rule.
Christ's human nature was the highest of all creatures, and yet it is
to be in subjection to God ; he is under a rule : Gal. iv. 4, ¢ Made of a
woman, made under the law.” The angels they have many immunities
above man ; they are freed from death, from the necessities of meat
and drink ; but they are not free from the law ; they are not suz juris,
at their own dispose ; they ‘ obey his commands, hearkening unto the
voice of his word,” Ps. ciii. 20. Inanimate creatures, sun, moon,
stars, are under a law of providence, under a covenant of night and
day: Ps. cxlix. 6, ‘ He has also stablished them for ever; he hath
made a decree which shall not pass’ They have their courses and
appointed motions, and keep to the just points of their compass. All
creatures are under a law, according to which they move and act.
Much more now is man under a law, because he hath election and
choice. But if the law were not arule to a Christian (as some Antino=
mians have that opinion), if it were not in force, then there should be no-
sin or duty ; for ‘ where there is no law, there is no transgression;’
for the nature of ‘sin is the transgression of the law,’ 1 John iii. 4 ;
Rom. iv. 15, Certainly the law as a rule is a very great privilege ;
and surely Christ did not come to lessen or abclish the privileges of
his people: Deut. iv, 4, ¢ There is no nation hath such statutes;” Ps.
cxlvii. 20, ‘He hath made known his statutes to Israel, was their
prerogative. If the law might be disannulled as to new creatures,
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then why doth the Spirit of God write it with such legible characters
in their hearts ? This is promised as the great blessing of the cove-
nant of grace, Heb. viii. 10. Now, that which the Spirit engraves
upon the heart, would Christ come to deface and abolish ? The law
was written upon tables of stone, and the great work of the Spirit is
to write it upon the table of the heart ; and the ark was a chest where
the law was kept, and with allusion to it God saith, ‘I will put my
law into their heart. Clearly, then, there is a rule, and this rule is
the law of God, Now, this rule must be consulted with upon all
;)gcasiops, i we would obtain true blessedness, both to inform us, and
awe us.

First, To inform us, that we may not act short or over.

1. Not skort. There are many false rules with which men please
themselves, and are but so many byways that lead us off from our own
happiness, For instance, good meaning, that is a false rule ; the world
lives by guess and devout aims. But if good meaning were a rule,
a man may oppose the interest of Christ, destroy his servants, and all
upon good meaning : John xvi. 2, ¢ Those that kill you will think they
do God good service.” Men may grossly err that follow a blind con-
science, Custom, that is another. It is no matter what others have
done before us, but what Christ did before them all. If custom carried
it, most of Christ’s institutions would be out of doors. Ixample of
others ; that isno good rule. It is not for us to go where others have
gone before; but what is the true way: Mat. vii. 14, ¢ The broad
Way,.that leads to destruction, and many walk therein.’ i The path to
hell is most beaten ; we are not always to follow the track ; they are
dead fishes which swim down the stream : we are not to be led away
with custom and example, and do as others do. Our own desires and
;nchna’mons are not our rule. Oh, how miserable should we be if our
‘1%%1; Vlwi;e_re our law, if the bent of’ our hearts were our rule ! Jude 16,

alking after their own lusts,” is the description of those that were
monsters of men, that had outgrown all feelings of conscience. Th
laws of men are not our rule. It is too narrow and short tc 3
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of holiness ? It is a temporary flesh-pleasing religion, which consists
in a conformity to outward rites and ceremonies and external morti-
fications, such as is practised by the Papists and formalists, ‘after the
«commandments and doctrines of men :” Col. ii. 23, ¢ Which things
indeed have a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, and
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.’
‘God will not thank them that give more than he requireth. These
things have a show of wisdom. As brass money may be fairer than
true coin, though not of such a value, so this will-worship and super-
stitious holiness may seem to make a fair show, but it is destructive to
true godliness and scriptural holiness, which guide us to communion
with God. 'When men’s zeal boils over in a false pretended holiness,
it quencheth the fire and destroys true godliness and religion. Excess
is monstrous, as well as defect. Therefore still we must consult with
the law and rule, that we may not come short or over.

Secondly, As the law must be consulted with, that it may inform
us, so that it may awe us, and hold us under a sense of our duty to
‘God : ‘By the law is the knowledge of sin,” Rom. iii. 19. Usually
most Christians live by rote, and do not study their rule. Would a
man worship God so coldly and customarily, if he did consider the
rule which requires such heedfulness of soul, fervency of spirit, dili-
gent attendance upon God in his ordinances ? 'Would & man allow him-
self liberty of vain speeches, idle talk, and suffer his tongue to run riot,
if he did consult with the rule, and remembered that light words would
weigh heavy in God'’s balance? These are condemned by the law of
liberty : James ii. 12, ‘So speak, and so do, as those that shall be
judged by the law of liberty.” Would a man be so slight in heavenly
things ? so disorderly and intemperate in the use of pleasure and pur-
suit of worldly profit, if he did consider the rule, and what a holy
moderation God hath required of us upon all occasions ? This is the
first thing, namely, the rule, which is the law of God.

Secondly, There is a conformity to this rule. If you would be
blessed, there must be a sincere, constant, uniform obedience. The
will of God must not only be known but practised. Many will con-
clude that God’s law in the theory is the only direction to true
blessedness ; but now, to take it for their rule, to keep close to it, not
one of a thousand doth that.

1. Then, sincere obedience is required : “ Blessed is the undefiled
in the way. At first hearing of these words, a man might reply, Oh,
then, none can be blessed, if that be the qualification; *for who
can say, My heart is clean ?” Prov.xx. 9. T answer—This undefiled-
ness is to be understood according to the tenor of the second covenant,
which doth not exclude the mercy of God and the justification of
Penitent sinners: Ps. exxx. 3, 4, ‘ If thou, Lord, shouldest mark ini-
quities, who shall stand ? But there is mercy with thee.” There is
no escaping condemnation and the curse, if God should deal with us
according to strict justice, and require an absolute undefiledness.
‘Well, then, this qualification must be understood, as I said, in the
sense of the second covenant ; and what is that ? Sincerity of sancti-
fication. When a man doth carefully endeavour to keep his garnients
unspotted from the world, and to approve himself to God ; when this is
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his constant exercise, ¢ to avoid all offence both towards God and man,
Acts xxiv. 16, and is cautious and watchful lest he should be defiled ;
when he is humbled more for his pollutions ; when he s always purg-
ing his heart, and doth endeayour, and that with success, to walk in the
way of God,—here is the undefiledness in a gospel sense : Ps. Ixxxiv.
11, * The Lord will be a sun and a shield, &. To whom? ‘To
those that walk uprightly’ This is possible enough; here is no
ground of despair. This is that will lead us to blessedness, when we
are troubled for our failings, and there is a diligent exercise in the
purification of our hearts. g

9. A constant obedience. 'Wicked men have their good moods and
devout pangs in the way to heaven, but they are not lasting. They
will go with God a step or two. But it is said, - He that walketh in
the law of the Lord.’ A wicked man prays himself weary of prayer,
and professeth himself weary of holiness. A man is judged by the
tenor of his life; not by one action, but as he holdeth on his way to
heaven, Job xxvii. 10. Many run well for a while, but are soon out
of breath. Enoch walked with God three hundred and sixty-five years.

3. A uniform and an entire obedience: Exod. xx. 1, ¢ God spake
all these words” e commandeth one thing as well as another, and
conscience takes hold of all. To single out what pleaseth us is to
make ourselves gods.

A servant doth not choose his work, but the master. A child of
God is uniform in one place as well as another, at home and abroad,
in all the passages of his life, in prosperity and adversity, ¢ whether he
abound, or whether he be abased,” Phil. iv. He is not like Ephraim,
as ‘a cake not turned;” but there is a uniformity. Doth he make con-
science of piety and worship, and will he not make conscience of
honesty and just dealing with men? Will he make conscience of
his actions, and will he not of his words? He doth not give up him-
self to idle speech and vain discourse. A hypocrite is best when he
is taken in pieces, but a sincere man is best when he is taken altogether.
A Christian is always like himself. It is notable in the story of the
creation that God views every day’s work, and God ‘saw that it was
good ;" he viewed it altogether, ‘and God saw all things that he had
made, and behold it was very good” When he did consider the
whole correspondence of his works, how they answered one another,
then God was delighted in it. So a Christian is most delighted in
the review of his course and walking according to the commandment.

Thirdly, What respect hath this to true blessedness ? It is the way
toit: ‘Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord’  This will appear in two respects—(1.) It is the beginning of
blessedness.  Likeness to God is the foundation ofglory. Conformity
to him will be carried on ‘from glory to glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. And
as conformity unto, so communion with, God in the beauties of holi-
ness is the beginning of happiness: ““As for me, I will behold thy
face in righteousness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy like-
ness,” Ps. xvii. 15.  (2.) Sincere and constant obedience is the evidence
of our right to future blessedness. A man hath somewhat to show
for it, Mat. v. 8. It is an inclusive evidence : * Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God ;* and it is an exclusive evidence: Heb.
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xii 14, ‘ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord” Well, then,
when this is our way and course, we may expect happiness hereafter.

The uses are—

1. To show you that carnal men live as if they sought misery rather
than happiness : Prov. viii, 36, ‘ He that sins against me wrongs his
own soul ; all that hate me love death.” If a man were travelling to
York, who would say his aim was to come to London? Do these men
pursue happiness that walk in such defilement ? Itis the way of God’s
law that leads to true blessedness.

2. To press you to walk according to this rule, if you would be
blessed. To this end let me press you to take the law of God for your
rule, the Spirit of God for your guide, the promises for your encourage-
ment, and the glory of God for your end.

[1.] Take the law of God for your rule. Study the mind of God,
and know the way to heaven, and keep exactly in it. It is an argu-
ment of sincerity when a man is careful to practise all that he knows,
and to be inquisitive to know more, even the whole will of God, and
when the heart is held under awe of God’s word. If a commandment
stand in the way, it is more to a gracious heart than if a thousand
bears and lions were in the way—more than if an angel stood in the
way with a flaming sword : Prov. xiii. 13, ‘He that feareth the com-
mandment shall be rewarded.” Would you have blessings from God P—
fear the commandment. It is not he that fears wrath, punishment,
inconveniences, troubles of the world, molestations of the flesh ; no,
but he that dares not make bold with a commandment. As Jer. xxxv.
6, Go, bring a temptation, set pots of wine before the Rechabites.
Oh, they durst not drink of them. Why ? ¢ Jonadab the son of Rechab,
our father, commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine.” Thus a
child of God doth reason when the devil comes and sets a temptation
before him, and being zealous for God, dares not comply with the
lusts and humours of men, though they should promise him peace,
happiness, and plenty. A wicked man“makes no bones of a command-
ment ; but a godly man, when he is in a right posture of spirit, and the
awe of God is upon him, dare not knowingly and wittingly go aside
and depart from God. '

[2.] Take the Spirit of God for your guide. We can never walk in
God’s way without the conduct of God’s Spirit. ‘We must not only
have a way, but a voice to direct us when we are wandering: Isa.
xxx. 21, ¢ And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This
is the way, walk in it.” Sheep have a shepherd as well as a fold, and
children that learn to write must have a teacher as well as a copy ;
and so it is not enough to have a rule, but we must have a guide,
a monitor, to put us in mind of our duty. The Israelites had a pillar
of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night. The gospel church is
not destitute of a guide: Ps. xxxvii. 24, ‘ Thou shalt guide me with
thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory.” The Spirit of God
is the guide and director to warn us of our duty.

[3.] The promises for your encouragement. If you look elsewhere,
and live by sense, and not by faith, you shall have discouragements
enough. How shall a man carry himself through the temptations of
the world with honour to God ? 2 Pet. i. 4,  Whereby are given unto
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us exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might be

artakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruptions that are
in the world through lust” When we have promises to bear us up,
this will carry us clear through temptations, and make us act gener-
ously, nobly, and keep close to him. : '« 3

[4.] Fix the glory of God for your aim; else it is but a carnal
course. The spiritual life is a living to God, G‘[al. il. 20, when he is
made the end of every action. You have a journey to take, and
whether you sleep or wake, your journey is still a-going. Asin a ship,
whether men sit, lie, or walk, whether they eat or sleep, the ship hglds
on its course, and makes towards its port; so you all are going into
another world, either to heaven or hell, the broad or the narrow way.
And then do but consider how comfortable it will be at your jour-
ney’s end, in a dying hour, to have been undefiled in the way ; then
wicked men that are defiled in their way will wish they had kept
more close and exact with God. Even those that now wonder at the
niceness and zeal of others, when they see that they must in earnest
into another world, oh, then that they had been more exact and watch-
ful, and stuck closer to the rule in their practice, discourses, com-
pliances! Men will have other notions then of holiness than they
had before. Oh, then they will wish that they had been more circum-
spect. Christ commended the unjust steward for remembering that in
time he should be put out of his stewardship. You will all fail within a
little while ; then your poor, shiftless, naked souls must launch out into
another world, and immediately come to God. How eomfortable will
it be then to have walked closely according to the line of obedience !

Doct. 3. That a close walker not only shall be blessed, but is blessed,
in hand as well as in hope.

How is he blessed?

1. He is freed from wrath. He hath his discharge, and the blessed-
ness of a pardoned man: John v. 24, ‘He that believeth on Christ
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, for he
hath passed from death to life’ He is out of danger of perishing,
which is a great merey.

2. He is taken into favour and respect with God: John xv. 14,
‘Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” There is a
real friendship made up between us and Christ, not only in point of
harmony and agreement of mind, but mutual delight and fellowship
with each other.

3. He is under the special care and conduct of God's providence,
that he may not miscarry : 1 Cor. iii. 23, <All things are yours, and
ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” All the conditions of his life are
overruled for good ; his blessings are sanctified, and his miseries un-~
stinged: Rom. viii. 28,  And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according.
to his purpose.’ 3

4. He hath a sure covenant-right to everlasting glory : 1 John iii. 1,
‘ Behold, now are we the sons of God; and if doth not yet appear
what we shall be,” &c. I a title nothing before we come to enjoy the

estate ? We count a worldly heir happy, as well as a possessor; and
are not God’s heirs happy ?
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5. He hath sweet experiences of God's goodness fowards him here
in this world : Ps, xvii. 15, ¢ As for me, I will behold thy face in
righteousness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.”
The joy of the presence and sense of the Lord’s love will counter-
balance all worldly joys.

6. He hath a great deal of peace: Gal. vi. 16, ¢ And as many as
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Ysrael of God.” Obedience and holy walking bringeth peace : ¢ Great
peace have they which love thy law, and nothing shall offend them,’
Ps. cxix. 165 ; as there is peace in nature when all things keep their
place and order. This peace others cannot have. There is a differ-
ence between a dead sea and a calm sea. A stupid conscience they
may have, not a quiet conscience. The virtue of that opium will
soon be spent ; conscience will again be awakened.

Use. Oh, then, let us put in for a share of this blessedness! There
are two encouragements in the service of Christ—our vails and our
wages. Our wages should be enough, the eternal enjoyment of him-
self. - But oh! we cry out of the tediousness of the way. We have
our vails also, that are not contemptible. If a man should offer a
lordship or farm to another, and he should say, The way is dirty and
dangerous, the weather very troublesome ; I will not look after it—
would you not accuse this man of folly, that loves his ease and pleasure ?
But now, if this man were assured of a pleasant path and good way, if
he would but take a little pains to go over and see it, this were gross
folly indeed to refuse it. Our Lord hath made over a blessed inheri-
tance to us upon gospel terms; but we are full of prejudices, in that
to keep close to the rule may bring trouble, and deprive us of many
advantages of gain ; and we think we shall never see good day more.
But we are assured there is a great blessing goeth along with
God's yoke ; and we having a promise of the enjoyment of God’s
presence where there are pleasures for evermore, this should make us
rouse up ourselves in the work of the Lord.

SERMON IL

Blessed, are they that keep Fis testimondes, that seele him with the
whole. keart.—VER. 2,

Iy this psalm the man of God begins with a description of the way to
true blessedness. In the former verse a blessed man is described by
the course of his actions, ‘ Blessed are the undefiled in the way.” In
this, by the frame of his heart,  Blessed are they that keep his testi~
monies, that seek him with the whole heart.’ The internal principle of
good actions is the verity and purity of the heart.

Here you may take notice of two marks of a blessed man :—

1. They keep his testimondes.

2. They seek him with the whole heart.

Doct. 1. They that keep close to God’s testimonies are blessed.

By way of explication, two things take notice of :—
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1. The notion that is given to precepts and counsels in the word :
they are called his lesttmondes. .

2y. The respect of the blessed man to these testimonies, to keep them.

First, The notion by which the word of God is exgre&ie(,i is testi-
smonies, whereby is intended the whole declaration of God’s will, in
doctrines, commands, examples, threatenings, promnses. The whole
word is the testimony which God hath deposed for the satisfaction of
the world about the way of their salvation. Now, because the word of
God brancheth itself into two parts, the law and the gospel, this notion
may be applied to both. First, To the law, in regard whereof the ark
is called ‘ the ark of the testimony,” Exod. xxv. 16, because the two
tables were laid up in it. The gospel is also called the testimony, ‘ the
testimony of God concerning his Son :* Isa. viii. 20, ‘ To thelaw, and
to the testimony ;” where testimony seems to be distinguished from the
aw. The gospel is so called, because there God hath testified how a
man shall be pardoned, reconciled to God, and obtain a right to eternal
life. We need a testimony in this case, because it is more unknown
to us. The law was written upon the heart, but the gospel is a
stranger. Natural light will discern something of the law, and pry
jnto matters which are of a moral strain and concernment ; but evan-
gelical truths are a mystery, and depend ! by the mere testimony of God
concerning his Son. Now, from this notion of testimonies we have
this advantage :—

[1.] Thatthe word is a full declaration of the Lord’s mind. God
would not leave us in the dark in the matters which concern the ser-
vice of God and man’s salvation. He hath given us his testimony, he
hath told us his mind, what he approves and what he disallows, and
upon what terms he will accept of sinners in Christ. It is a blessed
thing that we are not left to the uncertainty of our own thoughts:
Micah vi. 8, ¢ He hath showed thee, O man, what is good.” The way of
pleasing and enjoying God is clearly revealed in his word. There we
may know what we must do, what we may expect, and upon what
terms. 'We have his testimony. :

[2] Another advantage we have by this notion is the certainty of the
word; it is God's testimony. The apostle saith, 1 John v. 9, ‘If we
take the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater.” It is but
reason we should allow God that value and esteem that we give to the
testimony of men, who are fallible and deceitful. Among men, in
the mouth of two or three witnesses everything is established,” Deut.
xix. 15; ‘ Now there are three that bear witness in heaven, and three
that bear witness on earth,’ 1 John v. 8. We are apt to doubt of the
gospel, and have suspicious thoughts of such an excellent doctrine;
but now there are three witnesses from heaven, the Father, Word, and
Spirit ; the Father by a voice: Mat. iii. 7, ‘And lo, a voice from
heaven saying, This 1s my beloved Son,’ &. And the Son also by a
voice, when he appeared to Paul from heaven, * Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou me?” And the Holy Ghost gave his testimony, descend-
ing upon him in the form of a dove, and upon the apoaua’in cloven
tonguesoffire. ‘ And there are three that bear record on-earth ;’ for he
saith, 1 John v. 10, * He that believeth, &e myw waprupiaw, he hath the

1Qu. ‘opened’ 1 En. _ |
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testimony in himself’” What is that? The Spirit, water, and blood in
the heart of a believer ; these give testimony to the gospel. The Spirit
bears witness to the gospel when it illuminateth the heart, enabling us
to discern the doctrine to be of God, to discern those signatures and
characters of majesty, goodness, power, truth, which God hath left
upon the gospel ; and water and blood testify when we feel those con-
stant and sensible effects of God’s power coming with the gospel
(1 Thes. 1. 5), both by pacifying the conscience, and bringing joy and
satisfaction, and by sanctifying and freeing a man from the bondage
of sin. Water signifies sanctification : John xvii. 17, ‘ Sanctify them
by thy truth.” The sanctifying power of God, that goes along with
the gospel, is a clear confirmation of the divine testimony in it: John
viii. 32, ‘ The truth shall make you free” By our disentanglement
from lust we come to be settled in the truth. God’s testimony is the
ultimate resolution of our faith. Why do we believe? Because it is
God’s testimony. How do we know it is God’s testimony ? It evi-
denceth itself by its own light to the consciences of men ; yet God for
the greater satisfaction to the world, hath given us witnesses, three
from heaven and three on earth. Every manifestation of God hath sig-
natures and characters of God enough upon it to show from whence it
came. The creation is a manifestation of God; now, whoever looks
upon it seriously and considerately, may find God there, may track
. him by his footprints, ¢ By the things which are made, his invisible
being and power,” Rom. i. 20. The creation discovers itself to be of
God ; and if the lower testimony hath plain evidences, much more the
gospel. Why? For ‘he hath magnified his word above all his
name,’ Ps. exxxviii. 2. The name of God is that by which he is made
known. Now, there are more sensible characters and impressions of
Good left upon the word, that doth evidence it to be of God, than upon
any part of his name.

[3.] This advantage we have by this notion, a testimony is a ground
of self-examination, or a rule whereby we may judge of our state and
actions ; for it witnesseth not only de jure, what we must do; or de
eventu, what we may expect ; but de facto, whether we do good or
evil, what we are, and what we may look for from God upon our obed-
ience or disobedience: Mat. xxiv. 14, ‘The gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, eis papripiov, for a witness unto
all nations;’ first fo them, next against them, Mark xiii. 9. The
word is a testimony to them of God’s will in Christ, if they receive it ;
against them if they reject, neglect, or believe it not. Hereby we may
Jjudge of our condition by our conformity, or difformity and contra-
riety, to the word of God. Christ saith at the day of judgment
Moses will accuse you : John v. 45, ¢ There is one that accuseth you,
even Moses in whom ye trust.” The gospel will accuse. ‘What is now
an offer will then be an accusation. God will not be without a witness
at the day of judgment. The creatures, which had an evident im-
pression of God upon them, they will witness against the Gentiles, ‘ so
that they are without excuse,” Rom. i. 20; and the Jews, that were
under the dispensation of Moses, he will accuse them ; there was light
sufficient to convince them. So the gospel, which is God’s testimony
concerning his Son, will accuse you if it be not received. Thereforo

VOL. VL B
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it is good to see what the word doth witness or testify ; doth it testify
good or evil ? for accordingly shall we be treated with in the day of
judgment. It is sad when we can only say of the scripture, as that
king of the prophet of the Lord, ‘He w1tnesset¥1 nothing but evil
against me,’ 1 Kings xxii. 8. Let us see what God’s testimony speaks,
whether it will plead for us or against us at the great day of the Lord.

[4.] It upbraids our unbelief, that when God hath not only given us
a law, but a testimony, still we are backward and careless. If the
word of God were no more but a law, we were bound to obey it, be-
cause we are his creatures ; but when it is his testimony, we should
regard it the more, for now God stands not only upon the honour of
his authority, but of his truth: 1 Johnv. 10 ‘ He that believeth not
hath made God a liar, because he believeth not the testimony which
God hath given concerning his Son” We may urge it thus upon our
hearts—What ! shall we make God a liar, after he hath so solemnly
given his word, that word which hath many signatures, characters,
and stamps of God upon it ? Carelessness now is not only disobedience,
but unbelief ; it puts the highest affront upon Glod, to question his
veracity and truth, and does not only unlord him, but unged him, by
making him a lar.

So much for the first thing, the festimony of the Lord.

Secondly, The respect of the blessed man to these testimonies ; they
keep them, What 18 it to keep the testimonies of God P Keeping is
a word which relates to a charge or trust committed to us. Christ
hath committed his testimonies to us as a trust and charge that we
must be careful of. Look, as on our part we commit to Christ the
charge of our souls to save them in his own day, 2 Tim. i 12, so
Christ chargeth us with his word—(1.) To lay it up in our hearts.
(2.) To observe it in our practice. This is to keep the word.

_[1.] To lay it up in our hearts. In the heart two things are con-
siderable—the understanding and the affections. God undertakes in
the covenant for both : Heb. viii. 10, <I will put my law in their mind,
and write it in their hearts” The meaning is, that he will enlighten
our minds for the u{lderstanding of his will, and frame our affections
to the obedience of it. Well, then, you must keep it in your minds
and affections,

(L) In your minds. . We must understand the word of God, assent
to it; we must revolve it often in our thoughts, and have it ready upon
all occasions. Understand it we must if we would be blessed: ‘ He
thal;, hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me,’ John xiv. 21. We cannot make conscience of obedience till we
know our duty. He that would keep a thing must first have it ; we have
the law in possession when we get knowledge of it : Mat. xiii. 23, < He
that receiveth the .wo’rd nto good ground is he that heareth the word
and understands it;’ and Luke viii. 13, ¢ They that hear the word
zlmd keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.” It is not enough to
133}2 the word, but we must understand it ; and yet that is notall: an
?t ‘L,}Siry may Ilnderstan(_l‘a truth, or else he cannot rationally oppose

t, ere 13 assent required, that we believe it as God’s testimony,
::c _a(‘:cc;rd;‘ngly embrace it, and give it place in the heart. Faith is a

eiving of the word, Acts ii. 41; nay, we must have it ready upon
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all occasions. Rational memory belongs to the mind or understanding ;
therefore we keep the word in our minds when it is ever ready with
us, either to check sin, or warn us of our duty, Ps. cxix. 9. Forget-
fulness is an ignorance for the time: Prov. iii. 1, My son, forget not
my law; and let thine heart keep my commandments.” We should
be ready to every good word and work, as occasion is offered to us.

(2.) To keep it in our hearts is to have an affection toit. Keeping
the word relates to our chariness and tenderness of it, when we are as
chary of the word as a man would be of a precious jewel: Prov. vi.
20, 21, ¢ My son, keep thy father’s commandments; bind them con-
tinually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.’ Sometimes
it alludes to the apple of the eye: Prov. vii.2, ‘Keep them as the
apple of thine eye.” Such tender affections should we have to the tes-
timonies of the Lord, as a man has for his eye. The least offence to
the eye is troublesome ; a man should be as chary of the commandment
as he would be of his eye. Sometimes it implies the similitude of
keeping a way : Josh. i. 7,  Turn not to the right hand or to the left.’
A traveller is very careful to keep his way ; so when we are thus care-
ful, tender, chary of God’s commandments and testimonies, this is an
argument of a blessed condition. Thus we are to keep it in the heart.

[2.] We are to observe it in practice : Luke xi. 28,  Yea, rather,
blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it;’ that- is,
not only that hear it, but do it. Many have this word in their mind
and memory, but not in their lives. Without this, hearing is nothing ;
liking, knowing, assent, pretended affection is all in vain: 1 John 1.
4, < He that saith I know him, and keeps not his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him.” Our actions are a better discovery
of our thoughts than our words. When we get a little knowledge, and
make a little profession, we think we observe his commands ; but he
is a liar if he be not exact, and walk close with God. It is not
enough to understand the word, to be able to talk and dispute
of the testimonies of God, but to keep them. It is not enough
to assent to them that they are God’s laws, but they must be obeyed.
The laws of earthly princes are not obeyed as soon as believed to be
the king’s laws, but when we are punctual to observe them. This is
to keep the commandment of God ; it implies both exactness and per-
severance : Rev. iii. 8, ‘ Thou hast kept my word ;’ that is, thou hast
not apostatised as others have done; and Prov. vi. 20, ‘ Keep thy
father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother,” that is
perseverance. You see by the first note who are the blessed men ;
they which own God's testimony in his word, and accordingly look
upon it as a great charge and trust Christ hath reposed in them and
given to them that they should keep his law. Now, certainly these
are blessed. Why ?

(1.) They are blessed or cursed whom Christ in the last day will pro-
nounce blessed or cursed. Now, in the last day to some he will say,
¢ Come, ye blessed of my Father ;’ to others, ¢ Go, ye cursed ;” and he
hath told us beforehand, that it is he that keepeth his testimonies
whom he will own in that day, Mat. vii. 20-22. Many will come and
challenge acquaintance with Christ : < Lord, we have prophesied in thy
name,’ &c. ; ‘ Thou hast taught in our streets’ (so it is in Luke) ; but
Christ will disown them : ¢ I know you not ; depart from me, ye workers
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of iniquity. Many will pretend to be of Christ’s side, take up the:
opinions of the country wherein they live, frequent_ordinances, &e. ;
but because they kept not his testimonies, Christ will not own them.
When men are to be posed, they count it a favour to know the ques-
tions aforchand, God hath told us what will be the great evidence
according to which he will proceed in the day of ‘]l’ldgment—_-Have
you kept my testimonies ? He that keeps close to God’s word will find
acceptance. 8

(21.)) They are blessed for whom Christ mediateth. Now, Christ me-
diateth for those that keep his word: John xvii. 6,‘ They have kept
thy word” Itisa grief to your advocate when he cannot speak well
of you in heaven. But as soon as he seeth any fruits of obedience,
where they consult often with God’s testimony, though they have
many failings, yet are careful as much as in them lies, then he goes to
the Father, and acquainteth him with it. k SN

(3.) Those that are taken into sweet fellowship and communion with
Good, certainly they are in a blessed condition. Those to whom God
will ‘be intimate, and manifest himself in a way of gracious commu-
nion, are blessed. Now thus he doth to those that keep his testi-
monies: ‘If any man love me, and keep my commandments, my
Tather will love him, and we will make our abode with him.” The
whole Trinity will come and dwell in his heart.

But now you must know, there is a twofold keeping of God’s testi-
monies—Ilegal and evangelical. Legal keeping is in a way of perfect
and absolute obedience, without the least failing ; so none of us can be
blessed. Moses will accuse us ; there will be failings in the best. But
now evangelical keeping—that is, a filial and sincere obedience—is ac-
cepted, and the imperfections Christ pardoneth.  If God’s pardon help
us not, we are for ever miserable. The apostles had many failings ;
sometimes they manifested a weak faith, sometimes hardness of heart,
sometimes passionateness when they met with disrespect, Luke ix.; yet
Christ returns this general acknowledgment of them when he was
pleading with his Father, ¢ Holy Father, they have kept thy word.
When the heart is sincere, God will pass by our failings, James v. 11,
* Ye have heard of the patience of J ob. Ay! and of his impatience
too, his cursing the day of his birth; but the Spirit of God puts a
finger upon the scar, and takes notice of what is good. So long as we
bewail sin, seek remission of sin, strive after perfection, endeavour to
keep close and be tender of a command, though a naughty heart will
carry us aside sometimes, we keep the testimony of the Lord in a
gospel sense.  Bewailing sin, that owns the law ; seeking pardon, that
owns the gospel ; striving after perfection, that argueth sincerity and
uprightness.  Well, then, here is the discriminating note ; if we would
know whether we come within the compass of David’s blessed man, if
we have a dear and tender esteem of God’s testimonies, when we would
fain have them impressed upon our hearts, and expressed in our lives
and conversations, ¢ They keep his testimonies.”

The next now is:—

2. They seek him with the whole heart. '

b This is fitly subjoined to the former for a double reason; partly,
Gifc“lmsg gllfhen(lll of G%d s testimonies is to direct us how to seek after
) g home the wandering creature to its centre and place of
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rest; partly, because whoever keeps the commandments of God, he
will be forced to seek God for light and help.

Obedience doth not only qualify us for communion with God, but
(where it is regarded in good earnest) necessitates us to look after it ;
for we cannot come to God without God ; and therefore, if we would
keep his testimonies, we must be seeking of God. Well, then—

* Doct. 2. Those that would be blessed must make this their business,
sincerely to seek after God.

1. Observe the act of duty ; they seek the Lord.

2. The manner of performance, with the whole heart.

First, What it is to seek the Lord.

1. To seek the Lord presupposeth our want of God: for no man
seeks what he hath, but for what he hath not. All that are seeking
are sensible of their want of God. For instance, when we begin to
seek him at first, it begins with a sound remorse and sense of our
natural estrangement from him. The first work and great care of re-
turning penitents is to inquire after God. So long as men lie uncon-
verted, they are wholly neglectful of him, and think they do not want
God: Ps. xiv. 2, ¢ There is none that understands and secks after
God. They have no affection or desire of communion with God. They
seek such things as their hearts lust after, but it is not their desire or
care to enjoy God. But when the conversion of the Jewsis spoken of,
Hosea iii. 5, it is said, ¢ They shall return and seek the Lord their God.’
At first conversion men are sensible of their great distance from God,
and are troubled they have been so long strangers to him. Go to
another sort of seekers, they are sensible of the same thing; in case of
desertion if is clear: Cant. v. 6, ¢ My beloved had withdrawn himself,
and was gone; I sought him, but I could not find him.” They never
begin to recover until they are first sensible of their loss ; when they
see Christ is gone, they are left dead and comfortless; yea, all be-
lievers, their seeking or looking after communion with God is grounded
upon a sense of want in some degree and measure; it is little they
have in comparison of what they want and expect ; and therefore still
the children of God are a generation of seekers, that ‘seek after God,’
Ps. xxiv. 6 ; whatever they enjoy, they are still in pursuit of more.
They are always breathing after God, and desire to enjoy more com-
munion with him. A wicked man is always running from God, and
is never better than when he is out of God’s company, when he is rid
of all thoughts of God. He runs from his own conscience, because he
finds God there; he runs from the company of good men, beeause
God is there—holy conference is as a prison ; he runs from ordinances,
because they bring God near to his conscience, and put him in mind
of God : he avoids death, because he cannot endure to be with God.
But men that have a sense and want of God upon them, will be in-
' quiring and seeking after him.

2. This seeking may be known by the things sought. What do we
seek for? Union and communion with God: Ps. cv. 4, ¢ Seek the
Lord and his strength ; seek his face for evermore.” It is an allusion
to the ark, which was a pledge of God’s favourable and powerful pre-
sence’; so that which we seek after is God’s favourable and powerful
presence, that we may find the Lord reconciled, comforting and quicken-~
ing our heart, Communion with God is the main thing that we seek
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to the enjoyment of his favour in the acceptance of our per-
Zt;;esr ,azr’ﬁl pardon oJf gur sins. This is that the man of God expresseth,
in his own name and in the name of all the saints: P,s. iv. 6,7, ¢ Lord,
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us; tha@n(}o‘d ‘Yould
display his beams of favour upon the soul. So Ps. Ixiii. 3, ‘Thy
favour is better than life’ And then his strength too, that he may
‘subdue our corruptions, temptations, enemies, Micah vii. 19 ; and that
he may supply our wants inward and outward by his all-sufficiency,
Phil. iv. 19. God telleth Abraham, ‘I am God all-sufficient ; walk
before me, and be thou perfect.’ A t

3. The formality of the duty may be explained with respect to
graces and ordinances. It consists in the exercise of grace, and in the
use of ordinances. s .

[1.] The exercise of grace—faith and love. (1.) Faith is often ex-
pressed by terms of motion—coming, running, gomng, seeking. Thus
1s the whole tendency of soul towards God expressed by terms that
are proper to outward motion. Coming notes our serious resolu-
tion and purpose to make after God. Gloing notes the practice or
progress in that resolution. ~Running notes the fervour and earnest-
ness of the soul to enjoy God. And seeking, that notes our diligence
in the use of means. That faith is implied in seeking appears by
comparing these two scriptures : Isa. xi. 10, ‘ To it shall the Gentiles
seek” Now when this is spoken of in the New Testament, it is ren-
dered thus, Rom. xv. 12, ¢ In him shall the Gentiles trust.” So that it
notes confidence and hope. (2.) It notes love, which is exercised
herein, which puts upon sallies and earnest egressions of soul after the
party loved : Ps. Ixii1. 8, - My soul follows hard after thee. It is grie-
vous to those who love God to think of separation from him, or to
forbear to seek after him. The great care of their souls is to find God,
that he may direct, comfort, strengthen, and sanctify them, and to have
sweet experience of his grace. Thus the spouse ¢ sought him whom
her soul loved,” and gave not over till she found him.

[2.] Again, it is exercised in the use of the ordinances, as the word and
prayer. God will be sought in his own ordinances. Christ walks in
the midst of the golden candlesticks. If you would find a man, mind
where is his walk and usual resort. When Christ was lost, his parents
sought him in the temple; there they found him. If you would find
Christ, look to the shepherds’ tents in the assemblies of his people,
Cant. i. 7, 8 ; there shall you meet him. Only let me tell you, in these
ordinances it is not enough to make Christ the object of them, to wor-
ship Christ, but he must be made the end of them.  To serve God is one
thing, to seek him another. To serve God is to make him the object
of worship, to seek God is to make him the end of worship, when
we will not go away from him without him: Gen. xxxii. 16, ¢ I will
not let thee go unless thou bless me” It is not enough to make use
of ordinances, but we must see if we can find God there. There are
many that hover about the palace, that yet do not speak with the
prince ; so possibly we may hover about ordinances, and not meet with
God there. " To go away with the husk and shell of an ordinance, and
neglect the kernel, to please ourselves because we have been in the
courts of (3od, though we have not met with the living God, that is
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very sad. A traveller and merchant differ thus:—A traveller goes
from place to place only that he may see; but a merchant goes from
port to port that he may take in his lading, and grow rich by traffie. -
So a formal person goes from ordinance to ordinance, and is satisfied
with the work ; a godly man looks to take in his lading, that he may
go away from God with God ; that he may meet God here and there,
in this duty and in that, and go away from God with God. A man
that makes a visit only by constraint, and not by friendship, it is all
one to him whether the person be at home or no; but another would
be glad to find his friend there: so, if we from a principle of love come
to God in these duties, our desires will be to find the living God.

Again, if God be not found in an ordinance, yet we must continue
seeking ; you may find him in the next. Sometimes God will not be
found in public, that he may be found in private ordinances. The
spouse ‘ sought him upon her bed,’ then in every street of the city :
Isa. Iv. 6, ‘ Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while
he is near’ In prayer we come most directly to enjoy God, and do
more especially call him in to our help and relief ; there all graces are
acted. If you cannot find God in prayer, look for him in the supper,
and in the word ; if he be not comfortably present in the word, seek
him by meditation: Cant. v. 6, ¢ My soul failed when he spake ;’ that
is, when I considered his speaking, for his wooing was over, my be-
loved was gone; but when I thought of his speaking my soul failed
David consults with Nathan, but he could give him no clear answrr;
what then? 2 Sam. vii. 4, ‘ The word of the Lord came that night
unto Nathan, saying, Go and tell my servant David,’ &c. So when we
have been inquiring after God all day in public worship, all this while
the oracle is silent; but at night, when going over these things again,
God may be found. Acts xvii. 12, it is said, ¢ Therefore many of them
believed” How P—when they searched the word ; though in the hear-
ing they did not discern the impressions of God upon the word ; but
when they searched and studied, going over them in private duties,
God appeared. Heb. xi. 11, it is said, ¢ She judged him faithful that
had promised.” How so? at first hearing? No; Sarah laughed when
God promised her a son (for it was the Son of God that was in com-
pany with the angels, Gen. xviii.); but afterwards, when she considered
of it, she judged him faithful.

Thus we must follow God from ordinance to ordinance. It argues a
great deal of pride in carnal men, that if God doth not meet them pre-
sently they throw off all. Now and then they will see what they shall
have for calling upon God ; but if God do not answer at the first knock,
they are gone.

SERMON III.

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, thut seek him with the
whole heart.—VER. 2.

Use 1. To press you to seek God. The motives are :—
1. It was the end of our creation. We do not live merely to live;



24 SERMONS UPON PSALM CXIX. [Ser. III.

but for this end were we sent into the world, to seek God. ~Nature is
sensible of it in part by the dissatisfaction it finds in other things ; and
therefore the apostle describes the Gentiles to be groping and feeling
about for God, Acts xvii. 27. God is the cause of all things, and
nature cannot be satisfied without him. We were made for God, .
and can never enjoy satisfaction until we come to enjoy him; therefore
the Psalmist saith, Ps. xiv. 2, We are “all gone aside, and altogether
become filthy. Nature is out of joint; we are quite out of our way
to true happiness. We are seeking that for which we were created,
when we seek and inquire after God.

9. We secek other things that we want with great solicitude and
care ; we are cumbered with much serving to obtain the world : and
shall anything be sought more than God ? 'We can least spare him.
The chiefest good should be sought after with the chiefest care, and
chiefest love, and chiefest delight ; nothing should be so precious to us
as God. It is the greatest baseness that can be, that anything should
take up our time, our thoughts, and content us more than God. When
we come to God we are earnest for other things: Hosea vii. 14, ¢ They
howl upon their beds for corn and wine.”  If anything be sought from
God above God, more than God, and not for God, itis but a brutish ery.

3. It is our benefit to seek God. It is no benefit to God if we do
not seek him. The Lord' hath no less, though we have less. He
that hides himself from the sun, doth not impair the light. We
derogate nothing from God if we do not seek him. He needed not the
creature : he had happiness enough in himself; but we hide our-
selves from our own happiness and our own peace. But what benefit
have we by seeking God ? A great deal of present benefit: Ps. xxii.
26, ‘They that seek thee shall praise thy name.’ You will have
cause to bless God before the search be over. God hath passed his word,
there are a great many experiences we taste. As they that continue
in the pursuit of the philosopher’s stone find out many experiences
which are a satisfaction to their understandings, so, one way or other,
we shall have cause to bless God. The God of Jacob hath openly
professed we shall not seek him in vain, Isa. xliv, 19 ; that is, this is
a truth God hath written as it were with a sunbeam, that something
will come in seeking of God. By secking him in prayer we carry
away a great deal of comfort and strength. As we read of that em-
peror that sent not away any one sad out of his presence, so neither
doth God ; there is some comfort to be had in waiting upon him;
and as it brings present comfort and satisfaction, so it brings an
everlasting reward: Heb. xi. 6, ¢ He is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him.” If you would have the fruit of your holy calling,
that which is the result of that religion you do profess, you must dili-
gently seek him, so that in effect we never seek ourselves more than
when we seek the Lord: Amos v. 6, ‘Seek the Lord, and ye shall
live’ It is the undoubted way to get eternal life, to live for ever.
They that seek not his face here shall never see his face for ever. With
what diligence will men court an outward preferment, which is yet
very uncertain ? Prov. xxix. 26, “ All men seek the ruler’s face ; but
every man’s judgment is of the Lord.” What a deal of observance and

! Qu. ‘it is no benefit to God. If we do not seek him, the Lord,’ &e. ~—ED.
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waiting is there for the ruler’s face and favour! and yet God disposeth
of every man’s judgment. It is uncertain whether they shall obtain it,
yea or nay ; but now, if you seek the face of God in heaven, you shall
live for ever.

4. If you do not sensibly find God, yet comfort thyself that thou art
in a seeking way, and in the pursuit of him: Ps, xxiv. 6, God’s peo-
ple are described to be ¢ the generation of them that seek him.” This
is the true mark of God’s chosen people; they make it their business
to get the favour of God, and to wrestle through discouragements. It
is better to be a seeker than a wanderer. Though we do not feel the
love of God, nor have the comfort of a pardon, have no sensible com-
munion with him; yet the choice and bent of the heart is towards him,
and you have the character of God’s people upon you.

5. You have misspent a great deal of time already, and long ne-
glected God ; therefore, now you should seek him : Hosea x. 22. ¢ It ig
time to seek the Lord, until he come and rain righteousness upon you.’
It is time, that is, it is not too late, while we are preserved and invited.
And again, it is time, that is, it is high time ; the business of your
lives hath been too long neglected. It is such another expression as
1 Peter iv. 3, ¢ The time past is enough to have wrought the will of
the Gentiles,” &c. God hath been too long kept out of his right, and
we out of our happiness. The night is coming upon us, and will you
not begin your day’s work ?

6. This is the reason of affliction: we are so backward in this work
that we need to be whipped unto it: Hosea v. 15, ¢ I will go and return
to my place, saith God, till they acknowledge their offence and seek
my face.” God knows that want is a spur to a lazy creature ; and
therefore doth God break in upon men, and scourge them as with scor-
pions, that they may bethink themselves, and look after God.

Use 2. For direction. If you would seek God—

1. Seek him early: Prov. viii. 32, ¢ Blessed are they that seek me
early’ We cannot soon enough go about this work. Seek him when
Giod is nigh, when the Spirit is nigh: Isa. 1v.6, ‘Call upon the Lord while
heisnear.” There are certain seasons which you cannot easily get again ;.
such times when God doth deal more pressingly with you, when the
word bears in upon the heart, and when God is near untous. David like
a quick echo returns upon God : Ps. xxvil. 8, ‘Seek ye my face; my
heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” It would be a great
loss not to obey present impulses and invitations, and not make use
of the advantages which God puts into our hands.

2. Seek him daily: Ps. cv. 4, ¢ Seek the Lord and his strength ;
seek his face evermore” That is, from day to day you must be seek-
ing the face of God, in the strength of God. Every hour we need his
direction, protection, strength ; and we are in danger to lose him, if
we do not continue the search.

3. Seek him unweartedly, and do not give over your seeking until you
find God. Wrestle through discouragements ; though former endea-
vours have been in vain, yet still we should continue seeking after
God. We have that command to enforce us to it : Luke v. 5, ‘We
have toiled all night; howbeit at thy command,” &c. Though we do
not presently find, yet we must not cast off all endeavours. In
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spiritual things many times a man hears and goes away with nothing ;
but when he comes to meditate upon it, and work it upon the heart,
then he finds the face of God, and the strength of God. Therefore,
you must not give over your seeking. ]

4. Seek him in Christ. God will only be found in a mediator :
Heb. vii. 25, Those are accepted ¢ that come to God by him.! Guilty
creatures cannot enjoy God immediately ; and in Christ, God is more
familiar with us: Hosea iii. 5, ‘They shall seek the Lord their
God, and David their king” None can seek him rightly but these
that seek him in Christ. It is uncomfortable to think of God out of
Christ. As the historian saith of Themistocles, when he sought the
favour of the king, he snatched up the king’s son, and so came and
mediated for his grace and favour. Let us take the Son of God in
the arms of our faith, and present him to God the Father, and seek
his face, his strength.

5. God can only be sought by the help of his own Spirit. As our
access to God, we have it by Christ, so we have it by the Spirit : Eph.
il. 18, ¢ For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father” As Christ gives us the leave, so the Spirit gives us the help.
Bernard speaks fitly to this purpose ; None can be aforehand with God,
we cannot seek him till we find him in some sense: he will be sought
that he may be found; and he is found that he may be sought. It is
his preventing grace which makes us restless in the use of means;
and when we are brought home to God, when we seek after God, it is by
his own grace. The spouse was listless and careless until she could
take God by the scent of his own grace, when he ‘ put his finger
apon the handle of the lock, and dropped myrrh, By the sweet and
powerful influences of his grace, she was carried on i seeking after
God. Thus much for the first part of the duty, seek.

Secondly, Now the manner, with the whole heart.

Doct. Whoever would seek God aright, they must seek him with
their whole heart.

Here I shall inquire—

1. What doth this imply ?

2. Why God will be sought with the whole heart ?

.. 1. What doth this imply? It implies sincerity and integrity; for
it is not to be taken in the legal sense, with respect to absolute perfec-
tion, but in opposition to deceit : Jer. iii. 10, ¢ Judah has not turned to
me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the Lord” It is spoken
of the time of Josiah's reformation ; many men whirled about with the
times, and were forced by preternatural motions. The Father of spirits
above all things requireth the spirit, and he that is the searcher and
judge of the heart requireth the heart should be consecrated to him
IntegnFy opposeth partiality._ There are indeed two things in thié
gfx%x;e:rsézg, the whole heart ; it notes extension of parts, and intension
! [lﬁ The extension of parts; with the un ing, wi
tions. Some seek God WIi)th a piece of ‘nhei;1 %':;?‘{sdlabégll;iini(tl ;ffﬁg;
in the work of faith or love. In the work of faith ; as Acts viii, 37
* If thou believest with all thine heart’ There is a believing with a
picce, and a believing with all the heart. There is an inactive know-
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ledge, a naked assent, which may be real, yet it is not a true faith ; the
devil may have this: Luke iv. 34, the devil makes an orthodox con-
fession there, ¢ Thou art Jesus, the Son of the living God.” This is
only a conviction upon the understanding, without any bent upon the
heart. It is not enough to own Christ to be the true Messiah, but we
must embrace him, put our whole trust in him. There may be an
assent joined with some sense and conscience, and some vanishing
sweetness and taste by the reasonableness of salvation by Christ, Heb.
vi. 4; but this is not believing with all the heart ; it is but a taste, a
lighter work upon the affections, and therefore bringeth in little experi-
ence. There may be some assent, such as may engage to profession
and partial reformation, but the whole heart is not subdued to God.
Then do we believe with the whole heart, when the heart is warmed
with the things we know and assent to; when there is a full and free
consent to take Christ upon God’s terms, to all the uses and purposes
for which God hath appointed him : 1 Chron. xxviii’ 9, ¢ Know thou
the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a
willing mind ;> when there is an effective and an affective know-
ledge ; when we can not only discourse of God and Christ, and are
inclined to believe ; but when these truths soak into the heart to frame
it to the obedience of his will. 'When the Lord had spoken of practical
obedience, ¢ Was not this to know me, saith the Lord?’ Jer. xxii. 16.
And this 18 to believe. So for love: Deut. vi. 5, * Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might.” Every faculty must express love to God. Many will be
content to give God a part. God hath their consciences, but the world
their affections. Their heart is divided, and the evidence of it is plainly
this: In their troubles and extremities they will seek after God, but
this is not their constant work and delight. We are welcome to God
when we are compelled to come into his presence. God will not say,
as men, You come in your necessity. But we must then be sincere in
our addresses, and rest in him as our portion and all-sufficient good.

[2.] For intension of degrees. To seek God with the whole heart,
is to seek him with the highest elevation of our hearts. The whole
heart must be carried out to God, and to other things. for God’s sake.
As harbingers, when they go to take up room for a prince, they take up
the whole house, none else must have place there ; so God, he will have
the whole heart.

Again, it may be considered as to the exaction of the law, and as a
rule of the gospel.

(1.) As an exaction of the law; and so Christ urged it to the young
man that was of a pharisaical institution, to abate his pride and con-
fidence : Mat. xxii. 37, < Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” Certainly
these words there have a legal importance and signification ; for in an-
other Evangelist, Luke x. 28, it is added, < Do and live,” which is the
tenor of the law. And Christ's intent was to abate the Pharisees’ pride,
by propounding the rigour of the first covenant. The law requireth
complete love without the least defect ; according to the terms of it, a
grain wanting would make the whole unacceptable; as a hard land-
lord, when all the rent is not brought to the full, he accepteth none.
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Tt is good to consider it under this sense, that we may seek God in
Christ to quicken us, that we may value our deliverance by him from
this burden, which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear; a
straggling thought, a wandering glance, the least outrunning of the
heart, had rendered us accursed for ever. {

(2) It may be considered as a rule of the gospel, which requireth
our utmost endeavours, our bewailing infirmities and defects, bub
accepts of sincerity. There will be a double principle in us to the last,
but there should not be a double heart. So that this expression of
seeking the Lord with the whole heart is reconcilable enough with the
weaknesses of the present state. For instance : 1 Kings xiv. 8, ‘ My
gervant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me
with all his heart, and did that only which was right in mine eyes.”
David had many failings, and some that left an indelible brand upon
him, in the matter of Uriah, yet because of his sincerity, and habitnal
purpose, God saith, ¢ He hath kept all my commandments’ So in
Josiah: 2 Kings xxiii. 25, ¢ Like to him there was no king before him,
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with
all his might.” Yet he also had his imperfections ; against the warn-
ing of the Lord he goes out with a wicked king, and dies in battle.
So Asa: 2 Chron. xv. 17, ‘ The high places were not taken away —it
was a failing in that holy king—jyet it is said, ¢ The heart of Asa was
perfect all his days” Well, then, when the whole heart is engaged in
this work, when we do not only study to know God, but make it our
work to enjoy him, to rest in him as our all-sufficient portion, though
there will be many defects, yet then are we said to seek him with the
whole heart.

2. The reasons why God will be sought with the whole heart are—

[L.] He that gives but part to God doth indeed give nothing. The
devil keeps an interest as long as one lust remains unmortified, and
one corner of the soul is kept for him.  As Pharaoh stood huckir;g —
he .would fain have some pawn of their return; either leave y(i)u‘t
children behind ; no, no, they must go and see the sacrifices, and be
trained up in the way of the Lord ; then he would have their flocks
and herds left behind; he knew that would draw their hearts back
again,—so Satan must have either this lust or that; he knows by
keeping part all will fall to his share in the end. A bird that is tied
1n a string seems to have more liberty than a bird in a cage ; it flutters
up and down, though it be held fast: so many seem to flutter up and
down and do many things, as Herod ; but his Herodias drew him back
agalzn into the fowler’s ’net: Thus because of a sinner’s danger.

[2.] Bgcause of God’s right. By creation he made the whole, there-
fore requires the whole ; ¢ the Father of spirits” must have the whole
spirit. ' We were not mangled in our creation ; God, that made the
whole, must have the whole. He preserves the whole. Christ hath
bought the whole : 1 Cor. vi 20, ‘ Glorify God in you.r body and in
your spmt, YVthh are God’s” And God promiseth to glorif tie whole
Christians, it would be uncomfortable to us if God shgould{)nl take a
part to heaven. All that you have is to be glorified in thg day of
Christ ; all that you are and have must be given to him—~whole : it,
soul, and body. Let us not deprive him of any part. th



Yee. 3.) SERMONS UPON PSALM CXIX, 29

Use. Well, do we serve God and seek after God with the whole
heart ? The natural mother had rather part with the whole than
see the child divided, 1 Kings iii. 26. God had rather part with the
whole than take a piece. Iither he will have the whole of your love,
or leave the whole to Satan. The Lord complains, Hosea x. 2, ¢ Their
‘heart is divided” Men have some affections for God many times, but
they have affections for their lusts too, the world hath a great share
and portion of their heart. }

Quest. But when, in a gospel sense, may we be said to seek God
with the whole heart ? Take it in these short propositions.

1. When the settled purpose of our souls is to cleave to God, to love
and serve him with an entire obedience, both in the inward and out-
ward man, when this is the full determination and consent of our
hearts.

2. When we do what we can by all good means to maintain this
purpose ; for otherwise it is but a fruit of conviction, a freewill pang :
Acts xxiv. 16, ‘ Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a con-
science void of offence towards God, and towards all men.’

3. When we search out our defects, and are ever bewailing them
with kindly remorse : Rom. vii. 24, ¢ O wretched manthat I am | who
shall deliver me from this body of death ?’

4. When we run by faith to Christ Jesus, and sue out our pardon
and peace in Christ’s name, until we come to be complete in him: Col.
i. 10, ‘ That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.’

SERMON 1V.
They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.—VER. 3.

StiLn the Psalmist continues the description of a blessed man. In the
two first verses, holiness (which is the way to and evidence of blessed-
ness) is considered with respect to the subject and the object of it, the
life and the heart of man. The life of man, ¢ Blessed are the undefiled
in the way.” The heart of man, they ‘seek him with the whole heart.’

Now, holiness is considered, in the parts of it, negatively and
positively. The two parts of holiness are an eschewing of sin and
studying to please God. You have both in this verse, ¢ They also do
no iniquity : they walk in His ways.’

First, You have the blessed man described negatively, they do no
wmiquity. Upon hearing the words, presently there occurs a doubt,
how then can any man be blessed ? for ‘there is not a man that
liveth and sinneth not, Eccles. vii. 20; and James iii. 2, ¢ In many
things we offend all” To deny it, is a flat lie against the truth, and
against our own. experience. *If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us’ 1 John i. 8. The expression
may be abused on the one side, to establish the impeccability and per-
fection of the saints. On the other side, it may be abused by persons
of a weak and tender conscience, to the hindrance of their comfort
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and rejoicing in God. When they sl’lall hear this is the character of
a blessed man, ‘ they do no iniquity, they are very apt to conclude
acainst their own regeneration, because of their daily failings.
®Mo avoid these difficulties, I shall inquire—
 What it is to do iniquity.

%. Who are the person;1 among the sons of men that may be said to

no iniquity.
dOFz'rst, %Nhit it is to do iniquity ? If we malge _it our tr?lde and

"practice to continue in wilful disobedience. To sin is one thing, but

to make sin our work is another: 1 John iii. 9, ‘He that is born of
God doth not commit sin;’ he doth not work sin; and Mat. vii. 23,
¢ Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” That is the character of
the reprobate workers of iniquity. So John viii. 34, ‘ Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin” Sin is their constant trade:
Ps. cxxxix. 24, ‘See if there be any wicked way in me.” None
are absolutely freed from sin, but it is not their trade, their way,
their work. When a man makes it his study and business to carry
on a course of sin, then he is said to do iniquity.

Secondly, Who are those that are said to do no iniquity in God’s
account, though they fail often through weakness of the flesh and
violence of temptation? Answer—

1. All such as are renewed by grace, and reconciled to God by
Christ Jesus; to these God imputeth no sin to condemnation, and in
his account they do no iniquity. Notable is that, 1 Kings xiv. 8. Ii
is said of David, ¢ He kept my commandments, and followed me with
all his heart, and did that only which was right in mine eyes.” How
can that be? We may trace David by his failings; they are upon
record everywhere in the word ; yet here a veil is drawn upon them ;
Good laid them not to his charge. There is a double reason why
their failings are not laid to their charge. Partly, because of their
general state; they are in Christ, taken into favour through him; and
“there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ,” Rom. viii. 1
therefore particular errors and escapes do not alter their condition.
Which is not to be understood as if a man should not be humbled,
and ask God’s pardon for his infirmities; no, for then they prove
iniquities, they will lie upon record against us. It was a gross fancy
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