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Support to Enhance Protection of Animal Welfare and Public Safety
Submitted by: Forensics Committee

FC.06.22 (adopted June 2022)

WHEREAS, animal cruelty is a crime and includes felony provisions in all 50 states, and the International
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) recognizes law enforcement leaders have an obligation to enforce
animal cruelty laws and work together to enhance protection for animalst,?; and

WHEREAS, commission of violence to animals (abuse) and cruelty by a failure to provide adequate care
(neglect) signal the risk of maltreatment of household members with heightened risk to children3,
elders* and disabled persons®; and
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cruelty: Theory, research, and application, pp.375-391.
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WHEREAS, forms of animal maltreatment are often accompanied by domestic violence®, financial
crimes”8, drugs®, human trafficking10°, sexual coercion'! and weapons crimes??; and

WHEREAS, the IACP recognizes the value of collecting data on criminal activity and the sharing of this
information on a local, regional and national basis*3; and

WHEREAS, animal control officers unaffiliated with the public safety department and private animal
welfare charities comprise approximately 50% of animal cruelty investigating agencies, and they lack
Originating Agency ldentification (ORI) numbers and therefore are unable to submit data to the National
Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)'**°; and

WHEREAS, thorough investigation of animal cruelty crimes using the full suite of forensic and
investigative techniques available to law enforcement increases effective engagement!®; and
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WHEREAS, responding effectively to animal cruelty crimes increases animal welfare, human safety
and enhances community engagement?’; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the IACP urges the steadfast enforcement of animal cruelty laws at the federal, state,
and local levels; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that agencies should collaborate with other law enforcement entities and
animal cruelty investigators in their jurisdictions, regions, and states to ensure NIBRS data related to
animal cruelty incidents are recorded, and when feasible, to increase the provision of forensic
resources for animal cruelty investigations; and, to advance and support the protection of animals
for enhancement of human and animal wellbeing; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association of Chiefs of Police recognizes that fully
participating in or cooperating with animal cruelty investigations increases law enforcement
departments’ effectiveness for animal welfare and public safety.

17 Arluke, A., Levin, J., Luke, C., & Ascione, F. (1999). The Relationship of Animal Abuse to Violence and Other Forms of Antisocial
Behavior. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 14(9), 963-975.



