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19 picture books, 1 educational game & 1 free
online video course.

teaching guides created by CUAC.

webinars held by local & international
specialists.

Romanian writers & illustrators participated
to our creative writing workshops, held by
internationally renewed authors.

teenagers & young people, co-authors
involved in our projects.

teachers involved in our projects (teacher
training & teaching activities
implementation).

children have read or listened to at least one
book created through our projects.

picture books donated through our projects.

@m Education for diversity from early childhood.

CU ALTE CUVINTE



As part of Bucharest's candidacy for the title of European Capital of
Culture, we coordinated an urban art project alongside the Arena
Association.

A team of artists worked with 19 children from the Giulesti
neighborhood, encouraging them to tell stories about life in their
area.

This led to the creation of a comic strip, *Where are you from? From
Giulesti!* (by Alexandru Ciubotariu & Adina Popescu), two on-site
murals (Pisica Patrata), a photography exhibition (Roald Aron), and a
video installation (BHM). 250 copies of the comic strip were donated
to schools and libraries.

Project financed by a grant provided by ARCUB Bucharest.

**The New Storytellers** is a project for children's literature creators
who want to give voice to Roma characters. For the first edition, we
organized 12 creative workshops with a group of children from the
Alternative Education Club in Ferentari (CEA). Their stories were an
inspiration and research source for *The Story of the Lost Kendama*,
created by Adina Rosetti & Irina Dobrescu. 500 books were donated to
18 schools in the Teach for Romania network, two schools in Tulcea,
and CEA.

In 2018, the book won the Romanian Writers' Union Award, youth
section.

Project financed through an independent fundraising campaign.
The book was published in partnership with Arthur Publishing
House.
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Together with *Citim Impreund Romania* (Reading Together
Romania), we organized a seminar for 17 Romanian authors and
illustrators. During these meetings, Jane G. Meyer, a children's book
author and editor from Santa Barbara, conducted training on how to
write picture books with texts under 1,000 words.

Project financed through an independent fundraising campaign.

We organized a creative workshop between March 22-24, 2019, at the
National Museum of Romanian Literature, for 22 writers and illustrators.
The workshop was led by Michel Van Zeveren, a renowned Belgian
children's book writer and illustrator.

We also organized a public panel discussion led by Brandi Bates (*Citim
Impreuna Romania*), where education and publishing professionals
participated.

Following this workshop, we organized a competition, and the winning
book, *What a Surprise!*, written by Simona Epure and illustrated by
Georgiana Chitac, was published by Cartea Copiilor Publishing House.
We donated 1,000 copies to kindergartens in the OvidiuRO network,
where educators conducted literacy activities based on a guide we
created.

Partners: OvidiuRO Association, Cartea Copiilor Publishing House,
National Museum of Romanian Literature, Bucharest City Hall.

The project was co-financed by a grant from the National Cultural Fund
Administration (AFCN).




Noii Povestitori, 2nd edition - first
picture book with Roma characters
published in Romania

**New Storytellers* is a project for children's literature creators who
want to give voice to Roma characters. For the second edition, we
collaborated with writer Florin Bica and illustrator Anca
Smarandache. They created an illustrated book, *Nanata*, aimed at
children aged 3 to 7. The book was launched in May 2020 in
partnership with Cartea Copiilor Publishing House. 500 copies were
distributed free of charge to kindergartens in the OvidiuRO network,
along with an activity guide. Educators used the book and activities
for at least two reading workshops.

Partners: OvidiuRO Association, Cartea Copiilor Publishing House.

The project was funded by a sponsorship (Alex Fund) and a
fundraising campaign (Swimathon 2019).

Incubatorul de povesti colorate, 2nd edition -
professional training for writers & illustrators
and picture book contest

Between February 14—16, 2020, we organized a creative workshop for 26
writers and illustrators at the National Museum of Romanian Literature.
The workshop was led by Nadine Brun-Cosme, a well-known French
children's writer.

We also organized a public discussion panel, led by Brandi Bates, where
education professionals participated.

Following this workshop, we organized a competition, and the winning
book, *Up the Stairs*, written by Georgiana Chitac and illustrated by
Oana Ispir, was published by Cartea Copiilor Publishing House. 750
copies were donated to kindergartens in the OvidiuRO network, along
with a pedagogical guide. The digital version of the book is available on
our website.

Partners: OvidiuRO, Citim Tmpreuné Romania, Cartea Copiilor
Publishing House, National Museum of Romanian Literature, Bucharest
City Hall, Radio Roméania Cultural*. The project was co-financed by a
grant from the National Cultural Fund Administration (AFCN).




Children from vulnerable backgrounds usually enter primary school
with a learning gap, especially if they haven't attended kindergarten.
Consequently, many of them do not learn to read and write in time.
After an initial critical period, this gap widens rapidly as children fall
behind and lose interest in school and self-confidence.

That's why we developed *Serious Fun*, a literacy workshop program
based on illustrated books for second to fourth graders with reading
and writing difficulties. Our goal is to bring them up to class level as
quickly as possible. Due to the pandemic, the program was interrupted
from March to June 2020 and resumed online for two months.

Partners: Ciorogarla General School, Ciorogarla Municipality,
OvidiuRO Association.

The project was funded by private sponsorship.

*Everything I Know About Us**

This is a diversity education module aimed at students in grades 3—4
and 5-7, inspired by the *Teaching Tolerance* program and based on
the curriculum developed by Julie Olsen Edwards and Louise
Derman-Sparks (*Anti-bias Education for Young Children and
Ourselves®). Children explore their identity, community, rights, and
the power to act through a series of 14 lessons. Most of the lessons are
based on illustrated books, and the activities are interactive and
playful.

The project was implemented in partnership with Teach for Romania.




This is a diversity education program aimed at teachers working with
preschoolers, inspired by the *Learning for Justice* program and based
on the curriculum developed by Julie Olsen Edwards and Louise
Derman-Sparks (*Anti-bias Education for Young Children and
Ourselves®).

*PROGRAM ELEMENTS:**

- Training module for educators

- A series of 5 webinars on diversity education, covering: Introduction
to diversity education; Ethnic identity & diversity ; Gender identity &
diversity; Socioeconomic status & diversity; Family structure & diversity
- Classroom Educational Kit: 8 illustrated books and a pedagogical
guide with 50 literacy, emotional education, and diversity activities.

The program was implemented in partnership with OvidiuRO
Association, as part of the national reading encouragement program
*Read Me 100 Stories™.

Funding: Self-financed (CUAC & OvidiuRO Association).

This series of online workshops was coordinated by OvidiuRo
Association. Weekly, we explored with psychologists and preschool
teachers various contexts and methods for fostering the socio-
emotional development of children in their first six years of life. Each
monthly theme was presented by specialists and practitioners in four
types of workshops, focusing on conceptual clarifications, pedagogical
practices, illustrated books with pedagogical guides, or recommended
activities for parents.

Our association was responsible for designing and delivering a monthly
workshop, where we proposed an illustrated book appropriate to the
chosen themes and a pedagogical guide with activities for
kindergartens.

Organizers: OvidiuRo Association

Partners: Ministry of Education, Cu Alte Cuvinte Association, CEDP
Step by Step, and Fundatia Noi Orizonturi.

Funding: Self-financed (CUAC & OvidiuRo Association).




This series of webinars and reading workshops promotes the use of
illustrated books in educating children about their rights. In
collaboration with *Citim Impreuna Romania* (Reading Together
Romania), we bring together international and national specialists in
children's rights education and cultural access for all.

Activities included:

- A 3-hour webinar led by Jonathan Todres, a specialist in children's
rights and children's literature

- A1-hour webinar led by children's author Nadine Brun-Cosme

- A1-hour webinar led by Ruxandra Mateescu, founder of *Supereroi
printre noi* on making public reading events accessible to children
with disabilities

- An online workshop on creating reading activities based on 15 selected
illustrated books that address children's rights

- Apublic reading event organized in partnership with Kyralina
Bookstore

- 20 reading workshops for approximately 200 children

We also created an educational kit on the use of illustrated books in
children's rights education, which is available for free on our
association's website.

The project is funded by a grant from the French Embassy in Romania /
French Institute in Bucharest.

This project is for children's literature creators who want to give voice
to Roma characters. For the third edition, we worked with a creative
team composed of Ioanida Costache & Petra Gelbart (writers), Anca
Smarandache (illustrator), and Petre Petcut (historian). They created
the first illustrated history of the Roma people aimed at children aged
8 and above, titled *The Ring with the Horse's Head*. The book was
published in 2022 by Seneca Publishing. 450 copies were distributed
free of charge to schools in the Roma Education Fund network.
Teachers used the book and activities for at least two reading
workshops.

Partners: Roma Education Fund, Seneca Publishing House.

The project was funded by a sponsorship (Alex Fund), a fundraising
campaign (Swimathon 2020), and a mini-grant from the Council of
Europe/Roma and Travellers Team.




**My Dearest Family**

This is a project aimed at diversity education. Written and illustrated
by Georgiana Chitac, *My Dearest Family* is an illustrated book for
children aged 3 and above, helping them discover the diversity of
family types that are representative of Romania. This self-published
book is available for free in digital format on our association's website
and will be included in the second edition of the *Stories for Diversity*
program. It is accompanied by a pedagogical guide with literacy and
diversity education activities.

The_online version of the book is available on our website.

This editorial project was carried out in partnership with OvidiuRO
Association.
Funding: Self-financed.

**Superheroes™

This project aims to create an illustrated book featuring characters with
disabilities. The book was created by children's writer Simona Epure
and illustrator Anca Smarandache and adheres to universal
accessibility standards for people with disabilities. In September and
October, the two authors held a series of workshops with a group of five
children with neurocognitive and motor disabilities, along with five
typical volunteers. The authors drew inspiration from the children's
stories, drawings, and interactions, making the book grow organically,
reflecting the children's universe and turning them into story heroes.

We donated over 1,000 copies, some of which reached children with
disabilities or students training to work with people with special needs,
while others went to typical children in kindergartens and primary
schools.




Partners: Supereroi printre noi Association and Portocala Albastra
Publishing.

The project was carried out by the Cu Alte Cuvinte Association and
funded through the *In Stare de Bine* program, supported by Kaufland
Romania and implemented by the *Foundation for the Development of
Civil Society*.

A second edition of the book was published in 2023 by Portocala
Albastra Publishing House.

Povesti pentru diversitate, 2nd edition - education
for diversity: teacher training & educational kit

*Stories for Diversity™*

This is a diversity education program aimed at preschoolers, inspired
by the *Learning for Justice* program and based on the curriculum
developed by Julie Olsen Edwards and Louise Derman-Sparks (*Anti-
bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves®).

*PROGRAM ELEMENTS:**

- A training module for educators

- A series of 5 webinars on diversity education, covering:

- Introduction to diversity education

- Ethnic identity & diversity

- Gender identity & diversity

- Socioeconomic status & diversity

- Family structure & diversity

- Classroom Educational Kit: This kit consists of 5 illustrated books
and a pedagogical guide with 50 literacy, emotional education, and
diversity activities.

The program was implemented in partnership with OvidiuRO
Association, as part of the national reading encouragement program
*Read Me 100 Stories™.

Funding: Self-financed (CUAC & OvidiuRO Association).

ROMA S/HEROES, 1st edition - a series of 4

picture books about Roma personalities

**What Roma Role Models Do You Have?**

How have their life stories influenced you? These questions were
answered by 11 young Roma participants during the *ROMA
S/HEROES* creative writing online workshops, held from February to
March 2022.




Alongside journalist Delia Marinescu, writer Iulia Iordan, and a team
of four illustrators (Oana Ispir, Georgiana Chitac, J6zsef Vass, and
Ana-Maria Lemnaru), they created the first series of illustrated books
for children aged 5 and up, featuring contemporary Roma
personalities from Romania. The four illustrated books were printed
in a run of 2,000 copies (500 copies per book) and were donated to
schools in disadvantaged areas. In the kindergartens that received the
set of books, young children will discover *ROMA S/HEROES*
alongside their educators.

An online version of the books is available on our website.

*ROMA S/HEROES** is a project co-financed by AFCN (National
Cultural Fund Administration).

Partners: *Roma Youth Civic Union of Romania, Ion Creanga Branch -
Metropolitan Library of Bucharest, and OvidiuRO Association®.

**Stories for Diversity™*

This is a diversity education program aimed at preschoolers, inspired
by the *Learning for Justice* program and based on the curriculum
developed by Julie Olsen Edwards and Louise Derman-Sparks (*Anti-
bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves®).

**PROGRAM ELEMENTS:**

- A training module for educators

- A series of 5 webinars on diversity education, covering:

- Introduction to diversity education

- Ethnicidentity & diversity

- Gender identity & diversity

- Socioeconomic status & diversity

- Family structure & diversity

- Classroom Educational Kit: This kit consists of 6 illustrated books
and a pedagogical guide with 50 education for diversity activities.

The program was implemented in partnership with OvidiuRO
Association, as part of the national reading encouragement program

*Read Me 100 Stories™*.

Funding: Self-financed (CUAC & OvidiuRO Association).




**Teen Action for Inclusion™

In response to persistent stereotypes about people with disabilities in our
society, we facilitated five public meetings between 14 teenagers (both
typical and with disabilities), followed by brainstorming workshops
where they shared their experiences, challenges, and potential solutions.

Subsequently, we designed a game that presents the problems faced by

people with disabilities and possible solutions. We trained 40 teachers,

who used the game in their classrooms during social education lessons.
The_game is also shared on social media and can be accessed for free on
our association's website.

This project was initiated by Cu Alte Cuvinte Association and Supereroi
printre noi Association.

Partners: Interact CNMV Club and Joyplace.

Funding: Raiffeisen Communities.

The theme of the 3rd edition of the Incubator was comics for preschool
children and the 3 days professional training was held by Sergio Ruzzier,
writer and illustrator of Italian origin, awarded with countless international
prizes.

22 Romanian writers and illustrators had the opportunity to participate in
the creative workshop and receive feedback from Sergio Ruzzier during
three days, at the National Museum of Romanian Literature in Bucharest,
between February 24 - 26, 2023.

After the training, we organized a contest for the participating writers and
illustrators. The contest was won by illustrator Amandine Banescu, who
wrote & illustrated *Oac si Tac*.

We donated 3150 books to kindergartens and libraries.

A second edition of the book was published this year by Portocala Albastra
Publishing House.

The project is co-financed by AFCN (National Cultural Fund
Administration).

Partners: Citim Impreuna Romania, Portocala Albastra Publishing,
OvidiuRO Association, and National Museum of Romanian Literature.

TEEN ACTION
4 INCLUSIO




**The Boy Who Wanted Nothing**

This novella was written collaboratively by Iulia Iordan and 16 teenagers
from Galbinasi, Cdlarasi County, as part of the *Storytellers' Steps* project.
The project is a literary journey, guided by an established writer and
inspired by the children, with fragments from their universe, imagination,
and aspirations.

For eight weeks, the 16 students from the middle school in Galbinasi
participated in creative storytelling workshops led by Iulia Iordan, where
they practiced the art of narrative and used their imagination to create
stories inspired by their lives.

The project also includes a critical analysis by Mihai Iacob, an education
researcher. Both this analysis and the novella *The Boy Who Wanted
Nothing* are available for free in digital format on the association's website.

The project is co-financed by AFCN (National Cultural Fund
Administration).

Partners: *Roma Education Fund Romania, Romanian Center for Innovation
in Local Development, and Romania Educab*.

**Bare Rroma for the Little Ones**

Through the project *Bare Rroma vas$ le tikne ¢havorre*, we aim to
translate four illustrated books featuring contemporary Roma
personalities into a bilingual Romanian-Romani edition. These books were
created with the support of our association, within the framework of the
ROMA S/HEROES project, co-financed by AFCN in 2022.

We proposed this project following feedback from beneficiary teachers
after nearly six months since the completion of ROMA S/HEROES. This
project was a first for Romania and Europe, highlighting Roma
personalities who serve as role models for children, regardless of ethnicity,
and opening important discussions about values and diversity. These_four
books can easily be integrated as teaching materials by educators.

The project is co-financed by AFCN (National Cultural Fund
Administration).

Partners: Ministry of Education, Young Roma Maramures Association,
Teach for Romania.

Collaborators: Romani Language and Literature Section, Faculty of Foreign
Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest.

Ilustratie de JOZSEF VASS, detaliu.




In collaboration with two French associations, we explore the challenges
of non-sexist education and best practices that could transform preschool
pedagogy in Romania.

In a series of 4 webinars, our guests included: Bénédicte Fiquet (trainer,
*Association Adéquations®); Andrew Matiasko (educator and trainer,
*Babilou*); Laura Grunberg (writer and sociologist).

Out of the 2000 participants, we have randomly selected 20 teachers who
received a mini-library of 12 illustrated children's books that address
gender stereotypes in a way that is understandable to young children.
These participants conducted at least one workshop on diversity and
gender education using the project's pedagogical guide and one of the
books they received.

The project is co-financed by the French Embassy and the French
Institute in Bucharest.

This represents the second edition of the *ROMA S/HEROES* project,
awarded in 2023 at the AFCN Gala and the Civil Society Gala. Itisa
literature-based education project that involves all actors in diversity
education, from book creators to young readers. Under the guidance of
writer ITulia Iordan and journalist Delia Marinescu, eight Roma students
wrote four illustrated books about Roma heroes and heroines,
contemporary personalities they selected.

The 4 bilingual Romanian-Romani books have been published and are
being donated to schools in disadvantaged areas (4400 books).
Approximately 11,000 children will benefit from these books, and the
reading will be supplemented by pedagogical activities gathered in a
specially created guide. About 1,000 teachers benefited from 2 online
training workshops on diversity education and Roma identity.

The project is co-financed by AFCN (National Cultural Fund
Administration).

Partners: OvidiuRO Association, National Museum of Romanian
Literature, and IDLE Gallery.

Collaborators: Romani Language and Literature Section, Faculty of
Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest.




This course represents the first video course in Romania for preschool
and primary school teachers, aimed at educating them in the field of
diversity. The course addresses five key themes: disabilities,
socioeconomic status, ethnicity, gender equality, and family, with an
invited speaker for each theme: Professor Laura Grunberg; Professor
Alexandru Zamfir; Ruxandra Mateescu, a specialist in disability rights;
Andrea Chiru-Maga, psychotherapist; Vasile Brasovanu, teacher and
educational counselor.

The course also includes numerous practical pedagogical resources, ready
to be used in the classroom.

The platform hosting the *Stories for Diversity* course—
https://www.pentrudiversitate.org/—was launched on September 6, 2024.

The project is co-financed by the National Cultural Fund Administration
(AFCN).
Partners: *OvidiuRO Association®.

**"Baris. Talking to the Rain"**

This is an editorial project of an illustrated children's book aimed at
children aged 5 and up. The book will be launched in November 2024 at
the Carturesti bookstore. Written by Professor Alexandru Zamfir (Romani
Language & Literature Department, University of Bucharest), the book is
illustrated by Daniela Olaru.

The story introduces the main character, Baris, a little boy of Roma
ethnicity who must go inside the house because it starts to rain (the name
Baris is inspired by the Sanskrit and Romani word *barish/baris*,
meaning "rain"). The structure of the story develops through a dialogue
between Baris and the rain, which, through personification, becomes a
central character alongside the boy. The dialogue incorporates elements
of Roma history, culture, and language, starting with the Indian origin of
the Roma people, an introduction to the main Roma groups with brief
descriptions, and a focus on the contributions of Roma people to
Romanian society and culture.

The project is co-financed by the National Cultural Fund Administration
(AFCN).
Partners: *Roma Education Fund Romania and Carturesti Bookstore*.
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The European Innovation Days in History
Education/HISTOLAB, Bruxelles, martie 2023

These are the main annual events organized by HISTOLAB, showcasing
innovative ideas on how to improve or revolutionize the teaching of
history across Europe. The event brings together history teachers,
academics, researchers, practitioners, junior professionals, and students,
all from the field of history education.

The first edition of the European Innovation Days in History Education
took place from March 8-10, 2023, at the European Economic and Social
Committee. We were among the 30 projects presented at this event, where L
we discussed two of our editorial projects: *The Ring with the Horse’s
Head. The History of Roma People Told to Children* and *ROMA
S/HEROES*.

Meeting with a delegation of Swedish librarians
/Bucharest, April 2023

On April 19, 2023, we were invited to host a roundtable discussion for a
delegation of seven Swedish librarians, alongside the manager of the
National Library of Roma People from Sweden, Bagir Kwiek. The event
took place at the National Museum of Romanian Literature, followed by
an experience-sharing meeting and discussion of future projects, hosted
by the Swedish Embassy in Bucharest.

AFCN Award, Social Inclusion & Cultural
Dialogue Category™** / May 2023

These awards are exclusively for non-governmental organizations and
aim to bring examples of best practices in cultural production and
promotion to the attention of the public and the cultural community at
local and international levels.

At the AFCN Awards Gala, our ROMA S/HEROES project won the award
for best project in the *Social Inclusion & Cultural Dialogue* category.

*AFCN - The Administration of the National Cultural Fund.




Second Place, Education & Learning Section, Civil
Society Gala, XXI Edition/ September 2023

ROMA S/HEROES won second place in the *Education & Learning*
category at the Civil Society Gala. It was one of the 238 civic initiatives,
which included 182 projects, 23 programs, and 33 social campaigns
implemented during 2021-2022.

The projects were evaluated by 85 specialists in project implementation
and evaluation, researchers, sociologists, journalists, civil society leaders,
non-profit sector representatives, and private sector leaders.

Itsy Bitsy Gala Award, 2024

Gabriela Nenciu was awarded as one of the 2023 leaders in social
inclusion, recognized for the impact of *Bare Rroma* and the projects
initiated by the *Cu Alte Cuvinte Association® over the past seven years.
CUAC has launched 19 illustrated books featuring characters that reflect
the diversity of Romanian society, distributing over 20,000 free copies of
these books in small communities, contributing to inclusive education
through stories. Many of these books feature Roma heroes and heroines,
ensuring that children from this significant minority in Romania are
represented in literature.

Country Catalog/Children’s Books 2024-2025

Two of our books were selected to appear in the *Country Catalog /
Children's Books 2024-2025* which will represent Romania at
international book fairs between 2025—-2026. The selection was made
following a call from the Ministry of Culture, in partnership with *De
Basm - Romanian Writers' Association for Children and Adolescents®.

The two titles are:

- *Nico’s Bell* (a story about the Roma activist Nicoleta Bitu, by Mirela
Busuioc, Albert Morteanu & Georgiana Vatala, illustrated by Oana Ispir /
part of the Bare Rroma series);

- *The Boy Who Wanted Nothing* (collaboratively written by Iulia Iordan
and 16 teenagers from Galbinasi, Calarasi County, illustrated by Jozsef
Vass)

The selection criteria for the 38 books chosen for the catalog were the
value of the text, illustration, and book design, as well as the proposed
book's potential to penetrate the international market.
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Contact

www.cualtecuvinte.com
asociatia.cualtecuvinte@gmail.com

Facebook: @cualtecuvinte

Cover illustration by Daniela Olaru for the upcoming book C@m AC

project Baris. De vorba cu ploaia. CU ALTE CUVINTE




